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The main purpose of this thesis is to study and analyze the
ideas of Thal elites on educational reform at the time when modern . =
educaticn was introduced into the Thai society, Towards this end,
various factors which caused changes of educational ideas are
studied and the development of the idess 1s analyzed at each period
of time through tc the promulgation of the Primery Education Act
in B.E. 2464, Changes of political, economic and sccial institutions
are taken into consideration as well as the roles of educational
ldeas towards the building of national state unitye.

The result of the study reveals that, earlier ideas of
education in Thailsnd emphasized knowledge of Thal, English and
modern mathematics, mainly for government service, Factors which
caused changes of educational ideas are the challenges of western
ideas and knowledge to traditional Thai education. It i1s also
noted that the aims of modern education practice are still parts
of drawing power into the Kingshipa.

Although earlier movement for educaticnal reform was limited
because everything must get a new start, attempts were made to give
education for cordinary pecple. The government encouraged
menasteries which were sources of Traditional education in
Thailand to give cut modern knowledge for the benefit of the
countrye Havever, the expansion of modern education is considerably

SlOWg



The aims of educetionzl practice were much clearer at the
end of the reign of King Chulalongkorn. For example, the practlce o
of education towards the building of national state unity, the
awareness of society as a whole and vocational promotibn for the
peocple, All these were foundations laid for future generation of
educators in the reign of King Vajiravudh, whose understanding
about preoblems was more practicale.

In the reign of King Vajiravudh, the ideas of education
were more practical because the Primary Education Act was
promilgated, vocational education was emphasezed and. value in
government service was reduced. On the other hand, lack of budget
was always the most seriown problem of educational practice,
Whereas, some of the ideas for educational reformation were not
satisfied dued to the lack of changes in economic and social

conditions.
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