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Wichian Chantacharee. (2002). An Analysis of a Series of Thai Textbooks for
Primary School : Darunsuksa. Master thesis, M.Ed. (Thai). Bangkok :
Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee : Assist.Prof.

Wipudh Sobhavong, Miss Wiroonrat Chanaingoon.

This thesis was aimed to analyze "Darunsuksa,” a Series of textbooks
authored by Brother F. Hilaire. Used as Thai Language textbooks for primary student
level, the researcher conducted the analysis on how the books were presented, the
content on reading lessons and the author's language usage. The textbooks under
study comprised five separate books containing 284 chapters. The descriptive analysis
was employed.

The result of the study on presentation strategy revealed that "Darunsuksa”
started lessons with easier to more difficult topics. The first and second books came
with basic spelling lessons while the third and the fourth ones dealed with reading
lessons on more difficult terms. The reading drills helped students regarding the
spelling accuracy in both reading and writing. The fifth "Darunsuksa" book added more
complex usage. Furthermore, it was evident that the language usage corresponded to
the content of the reading lessons. The author even used all words obtained from
students and invented stories out of them.

The content in the reading lessons included general topics compiled by the
author from several sources in Thailand and from other countries. 7 The stories, true or
invented, were modified to suit the students' age. Besides, some moral and health
information was inserted in stories.

Brother F. Hilaire showed that he could master the Thai language. Although
some words and some idioms used were rather old fashioned, the students were able
to understand with the help of the context. Moreover, they had the chance to observe

how the old terms were used.
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