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Kittisak Laosuk. (2008). Music accompanying Nora performance and related culture :
A case study of “Manorah Sprang Sawisin group”. Master Thesis, M.F.A.
(Ethnomusicology). Bangkok : Graduate School, Srinakarinwirot University.
Advisor Committee: Assoc.Prof. Dr. Manop Wisuttipat. Assoc.Prof. Kanchana

Intarasunanont.

The study of Music Accompanying Nora Performance and Related Culture: A Case
Study of “Manorah Sprang Sawisin” Group is a research based on Ethnomusicology , and
aims.

1. To study Manorah performance culture of Sprang Sawisin group at Pak Praek

Sub-district, Sawi District, Chumporn Province.
2. To study music accompanying Manorah performance of Sprang Sawisin group
at Pak Praek Sub-district, Sawi District, Chumporn Province.
The result of the study reveals that:

Manorah Sprang Sawisin results from a belief in Kru Mor Nora. The name of Nora
group came from the name of the group’s headperson and the name of the district where
the group located. Related cultures of Nora are ceremonies and beliefs in Kru Mor Nora,
that they have to participate in the annual Wai Kru ceremony, Wai Kru ceremony before
performing, Yiabsen for curing, RumKaebon and performances according to community’s
needs. Music instruments used in performing Nora consist of 2 parts: melodies and
rhythms. The instruments used to create melodies are oboe and keyboard, and those used
to create rhythms are Ching (small cymbals), Gong, Klongtook and Tub (drum). The
arrangement of Nora group or combination of groups varies. Costumes of Nora performers
are formal, and came from costumes of ancient kings. Both music and performance are
passed to the next generations by nook-khapata.

Music used to perform Nora includes Homerong music, melody, music for dance
and walk performances, music for Tanad, Pleng Kuenkrueng-Tamnern, and Pleng
Longkrueng. Main note scales are Do, Fa and Sol. The pattern of melodies is switched
regularly between up and down scales. The important and outstanding part is Natub and

melodies which are combinations of Ching, Gong, Klongtook and Tub in different fast and



slow rhythms. There is a performance of Klonsod (extemporaneous rhyme), called
“Mootto”. Patterns of rhyme include Klon (poem) Botnang, Klon Nokchak, Klon Naimarn,
Klon Nang, Klon Prappet and Klon Yao (Klon Paed). These are poems without chorus when

performing, unlike Klon Sie, which usually has chorus.
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