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CREATIVE PAINTING : A CASE STUDY OF THAWEE RATCHANEEKORN
AND WASAN SITTHIKHET'S PAINGTINGS AND MIXED
MEDIA FOR SOCIAL AND POLITICAL REFLECTION

AN ABSTRACT
BY
MANAT MORSOM
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Manat Morsom. (2004). Creative Painting : A Case Study of Thawee Ratchaneekom and Wasan
Sitthikhet's Paintings and Mixed Media for Social and Political Reflection. Master thesis,
M.F.A. (Visual Art — Modern Art). Bangkok : Graduate School, Srinakarinwirot University.
Advisor Committee : Prof. Dr. Wiroon Tungcharoen, Asst. Prof. Amaj Yensabai.

This research analyses paintings and mixed media works of Thawee Ratchaneekorn and
Wasan Sitthikhet that reflect thematic contents relating to politics and sociely. The study relies on a
sampling of 10 of Thawee's and 12 of Wasan's works for this analysis. It focuses on three main
issues: (i) conceptual and inspirational backgrounds, (ii) creative reflection on social and political
themes, and (iii) artistic patterns. The researcher then draws on this analysis for the development of
his creative thinking about politics and society in art forms.

An analysis of Thawee’s paintings and mixed media works indicates that most of them
gained their conceptual inspiration from the political environment and the behaviour of politicians, as
well as from existing social problems. The message of these works for the public consists of four
main themes: 1) to raise political consciousness, 2) to wam the public of certain social dangers, 3)
to rouse an anti-war sentiment, and 4) to enhance a public sympathy to the disadvantaged classes
in society.

The artistic patterns of Thawee’s works may be categorized according to the materials
used in their creation. In his oil paintings the most distinctive features are to be found in the
reduced or cut shapes, the use of opposite colours in shaded cycles, and thickness of complexion
effected by the use of trowel — features that make the paintings similar to children's art. Another
category of his works consists of those created by a mixture of colouring and patchwork. These
works are most prominent for the sensation they create of moving shapes created by arranging
similar shapes on a horizontal plane in opposite directions, and then decorating them with
transparent colours to show the traces and textures of the materials comprising the patchwork.

An analysis of Wasan’s paintings shows that he derived his concepts and inspiration from
three sources: (i) the political environment and the behaviour of politicians, (ii) culture, befiefs, and
religious faith, and (iii) the idea of man and his natural environment. In creatively reflecting these
social and cultural conditions in his works, the artist communicates to his audience four main
themes: moral lessons and values, political protests and demands, anti-war sentiment, and
conservation of natural resources and environments.

Two prominent features can be found in Wasan’s artistic pattems. The first feature lies in
the human and material shapes constructed with only main contour lines by rapid and confident
drawing with brush on a horizontal plane already coated with foundation colouring. The second
feature consists of the use of pure colours from the tubes and the use of opposite colours in a
shaded cycle of image and foundation plane or between adjacent shapes and images, such as

yellow-red, blue-orange, and yellow-velvet.



Drawing on the analysis of the works of these two artists, the researcher has created 15
artistic pieces of his own to reflect political and social conditions. There are three conceptual and
inspirational themes in these works: anti-war message, social and poiitical events, and conservation
of nature and the environment. The works are also categorized according to the creative patterns
and techniques into three groups. The first category consist of five pieces created with a conceptual
inspiration acquired from the study of Thawee’s works, particularly his reduced or cut human shapes
similar to children’s art and colouring technique of opposite colours leading to thickness of
complexion effected by the use of a trowel. The second category is composed of six paintings
created with a conceptual inspiration gained from the analysis of Wasan's works showing contour
human and material shapes and the use of pure colours from the tubes for thick complexion with a
trowel. Finally, the four paintings in the last category were created with a drawing technique inspired
by Wasan's works showing a quick brush drawing on horizontal plane already coated by clouring
foundation. This last group of paintings shows an integration of the concepts and techniques of both
artists, particularly their rapid drawing of contour lines of images decorated with colours and thick

complexion on the plane by a trowel.
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