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o .The palace of the present king is situated on
the left bank of the river, nearly opposite to the old
palace of Pia—tac, upon an island from two to three
miles in length, though of inconsiderable breadth. The
palace, and indeed almost the whole of this island is
surrounded by a wall, in some parts of considerable height,
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here and there furnished with indifferent — looking bastion,
and provided with numerous gates both towards the river
and on each side. Both the king and several of his minis-
ters reside within this space. The persons attached to the
court are very numerous, and also reside here, in wretched
huts made of palmleaves.. The greater part, however,
of the space included by the wall, consists of waste ground,
swamps, and fruit—gardens.”

Finlayson : Mission to Siam. .. in the year 1821 -2
London, 1826 p.p. 210-211.
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