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Sommai Mokkhasak. (2007). The Thai music Master's wisdom : A case study of
Kru A-ngun Bua — iam. Master thesis, M.F.A. (Ethnomusicology). Bangkok :
Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee : Assoc.

Prof . Kanchana Intarasunanont. Assoc. Prof . Dr. Manop Wisuttipat.

The purposes of this research were: 1) to study Kru A-ngun Bua —iam’s life and
2) to investigate the traditional wisdom and musical creativties of Kru A-ngun Bua-iam.
The study was conducted by collecting the information from related textbooks and
material resources and from Kru A-ngun Bua —iam. The results can be summed up as
the following.

Kru A-ngun Bua-iam (former name Cha-um Inthapat) was born on July 27, 1921
at Kamphaeng Saen District, Nakhon Pathom Province. She is the sixth child of a
government official with a title of Rong Ammart Thoe Khun Saenprasart (Khien Inthapat)
and Mrs. Pit Sae-ueng. She finished her Prathom Suksa 4 at Lam Phraya School,
Nakhon Pathom and graduated Matthayom Suksa 3 at Wat Maha That non - formal
Education School. She was married to Pol. Sgt. Maj. Phung Bua—iam in 1943 but had no
child. Khru A-ngun is currently 86 years old and residing at No. 85/1 Soi Ming Khwan 5,
Tiwanonta Road, Muaeng District, Nonthaburi Province.

The study result of Thai wisdom of Kru A-ngun Bua — iam:

Traditional wisdom: A collection of Khru A-ngun’s notation of the songs has
been done by gathering and recording, especially those which have been transmitted
from Rong Ammart Thoe Khun Saenprasart (Khien Inthapat), Khru Sakon Kaewpenkart,
Luang Pradit Pairao (Sorn Silpa banleng), and Khun Ying Chin Silpa banleng.

The playing method of Khaen (a northern Thai reed mouth-organ) of
Inthaprasitsilpa Band was focused on the playing pattern of a traditional Thai music
band. When performing a dialog or cannon - like melody, the high pitch Khaens play
the first part followed by low pitch Khaens who play the secoud pitch . Sor Ur in also
inclnded is the ensemble. and using the same rhythm musical instruments as in
traditional Thai music. The songs generally played were Thai classical songs with

Laotian idiom and tremolo.



Musical ereativities wisdom: Khru A-ngun Created 3 vocal music namely : Khmer
Phothisat, Khmer Sai Yok (Krung Chan), Ton Worachet (in Thao foxm), and ereated one
song: Aew Lao.

The making of Angkalung (pitched bamboo shaker) by Khru A-ngun was divided
into 7 steps as follows: 1) Preparing of bamboo; 2) Cntting bamboo for making
Angkalung; 3) Tuning up; 4) Making of Angkalung rail; 5) Making a pole and a hanger of
Angkalung; 6) Assembling Angkalung into a row; and 7) Making a hanger of Angkalung.

Khru A-ngun’s striking sticks for Khim (sticks) was made of bamboo (Sisuk and
Lai bamboo). The making of these sticks began from cutting bamboo into a section with
a jointed stem kept for making the head of sticks, then cut the bamboo into pieces and
dried up in the sunlight, shaped the bamboo pieces into sticks with the big head on one
end and the spring-handle on the other end, later decorated and tidied up the sticks,
and finally put a piece of leather on the head of the sticks.

The principle of teaching traditional Thai music and singing, developed by Khru
A-ngun, was divided into 9 steps as the following: 1) Selecting the songs appropriate to
the learners’ ability; 2) Practicing melisma; 3) Reading the lyrics correctly; 4) Practicing
singing line by line; 5) Imitating the teacher; 6) Practicing with rhythmic instruments; 7)
Using musical instruments to help teaching singing; 8) Reviewing and correcting; 9)
Explaining the singing principle to the learners.

The principle of teaching Angkalung, developed by Khru A-ngun, was divided
into 6 steps as the following: 1) Testing hearing perception; 2) Arranging Angkalung
band; 3) Seizing Angkalung; 4) Practicing sensitivity of sensory perception; 5) Practicing
shaking Angkalung; and 6) Combining an Angkalung band.

The principle of teaching basic performance of playing Khim, developed by
Khru A-ngun, was based on Khru Yoi Kirtmongkol's excercises. However, Khru A-ngun
had increased the exercise to 12 sets of the moving of the pitch of the tone and then

began with the song Jorakhe Hang Yao.
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