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Sudarat Pongpun. (2015). The Effects of Children as Researchers Learning on the
Happiness in Learning of Preschool Children. Master thesis, M.Ed. (Early Childhood
Education). Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor
Committee: Assoc.Prof.Dr. Sirima Pinyoanuntapong, Assoc.Prof.Dr.Boonchird

Pinyoanuntapong.

The purpose of this research was to study and compare the levels of happiness in
learning of preschool school children before and after the use of children as researchers
learning. The sample used in the study was a class of 37 preschool boys and girls, with 5-6
years of age, who were studying in second year kindergarten in second semester of 2014
academic year at Wat Samakkhitham School under Bangkok Metropolis Educational Service
Area Office selected by purposive sampling. The 32 experiments with the use of children as
researchers learning were carried out within the period of 8 weeks, 4 days a week, and 30-
45 minutes for each day. The instruments used in the study were plans of children as
researchers learning and an evaluation form for happiness in learning of preschool school
children with the index of congruence (Index of Iltem — Objective Congruence) between
question items and operational definitions between 0.67-1.00 and the whole paper’s rater
agreement index of 0.91. The research followed the one-group pretest-posttest design and
the data were statistically analyzed by using paired-sample t-test and the effectiveness
index.

The results of research revealed that the scores of happiness in learning of the
preschool children in all individual areas and in general before the use of children as
researchers learning were at the high level. The levels of happiness in individual areas were
ranked as follows: the relationship with friends and teacher (1.40), the acceptance (1.40),
the total score (1.15) and the interest (1.74). After the experiments, their scores of happiness
in learning were at the high level. The levels of happiness in individual areas were ranked in
the same order as before the use of children as researchers learning as follows: the
relationship with friends and teacher (1.81), the acceptance (1.86), the total score (1.87)
and the interest (1.95). The results indicated that the scores of happiness in learning of the
preschool children in all individual areas and in general after the use of children as
researchers learning were increased with statistical significance at the level of .01. The

average ratios of individual areas of the interest, the relationship with friends and teacher,



the acceptance, and the total score were higher at 80.77%, 68.33%, 76.67% and 73.47%

respectively.
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