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Satit Donchimplee. (2017). The Inheritance of the Wisdom of a Thai Music Master: A Case Study of
Kru Khean Suksaichol. Master’s thesis, M.F.A. (Ethnomusicology) . Bangkok: Graduate
School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Manop

Wisuttipat.

This study into the inheritance of the wisdom of Thai music master: a case study of Kru
Khean Suksaichol had the following objectives of 1 to study the biography and transmitting the
wisdom of Kru Khean Suksaichol; 2 to study and collect the songs composed by Kru Khean
Suksaichol. An anthropological approach was utilized to process the research. The results were as
follows:

The major factors leading to the transmission of musical wisdom, including the following:
1 historical background, namely biography, musical background, lineage, pupil posterity and
spreading knowledge; 2. The composition of Kru Khean Suksaichol including the collection and
categorization of the songs composed by Kru Khean Suksaichol, the musical analysis of ten songs,
and analyzing the character of Kru Khean Suksaichol in terms of the uniqueness of the writing.

The study of musical composition is categorized into three types, newly composed songs,
recomposed songs, and rearranged songs including Homrong Manorah - ode, Longlom Samchan,
Kheak-lopburi Samchan, Pya Truek Tao, Pya Rumpueng Tao, Pya Kruan Tao, Pya Sisao Tao,
Aiyarachu-nguang Tao, Huay-keaw Tao, and Seanpomramphan Tao. The study tended towards the
historical study of the biography of Kru Khean Suksaichol and historical background of the songs in
order to musically analyze the musical forms by sorting out the tonics, scales, melodic patterns, and
rhythmic patterns which influence the structure of the songs. Moreover, a summary of the
composition process and the uniqueness of the songs are necessarily included in this study. The
musical analysis was mostly based on musical wisdom, musical transmission and the inheritance of
Kru Khean Suksaichol. It is not only the songs which are traditionally inherited and passed on by the
oral tradition, as well as the knowledge of Kru Khean Suksaichol in terms of Traditional Thai music
in terms of the history of Thai music composition which is evidently indicate the development of

music.
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