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Rattanakosin from the National Museum Phra Nakhon. Master’s Thesis.
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University. Advisory Committee: Asst. Prof. Nonthapatra Thinanont,
Assoc. Prof. Prut Suphrasethasiri.

This master’s thesis aimed to do an analytical research on palm leaf in
Rattanakosin Period. One hundred and twenty-four palm leaves from the National
Museum of Phra Nakhon, which houses the largest collection of palm leaves found in
Thailand, were used as the data of the study. All of the 124 palm leaves were analyzed in
terms of occasions used, materials, decoration methods, patterns, designs and design
layout, coloring of palm leaves in different periods. The focus was also on the similarity
and differences of palm leaves in each period. The results of study were descriptively
presented as follows.

Findings showed that palm leaves in the study were classified into 2 periods.
The first period included 79 palm leaves made from A.D. 1868 to 1910 in the reign of
King Rama the Fifth. The second period included 45 palm leaves made from A.D. 1910
to 1934 in the reigns of King Rama the Sixth and King Rama the Seventh.

In the analysis of palm leaf in the first period, it was found that of the 79 palm
leaves, 66 palm leaves were made for auspicious occasions and 13 were made for
inauspicious occasions.

Palm leaves made in Rattanakosin Period were composed of two important
elements: the leaf and “Nom pud” which is the bottom end of the leaf attaching the leaf
to the holder of a palm leaf.

The leaf - the most typically used material was satin, or rayon, and the least used
was silk. Silk and metallic thread were used most frequently to decorate palm leaves by
means of embroidery and the lowest frequently used material to decorate was metallic
thread. The most frequently found pattern was oval. In regard to design and layout, palm
leaves were designed with one-sided and two-sided. The most frequently found designs
were the composite designs including the designs related to objects and utensils used in
the royal ceremonies, everyday objects and utensils, symbols, initials, all of which were
inclusive within one palm leaf. The least frequently found were designs consisting of
angels, animals, nature, wordings, and Thai design. The most frequently found layout
was the layout with design not placed in symmetry on the left and the right side of the
leaf. The least found layout was scattering design in radius. With regard to coloring, the
most frequently found were the use of lighter color on design, and the use of darker color
on background. The least found were the use of darker color on design rather than on the
background

Regarding “Nom pud”, the most frequently used material to make “Nom pud”
was satin, and lowest frequently material used was ivory. The method most frequently
found to decorate “Nom pud” is the embroidery of metallic thread and silk on the cloth
and the lowest frequently found is the carving design on ivory, embossing and casting
design on metal, and casting as well as carving metal. The pattern of “Nom pud” most
frequently found was “Phum Khao Bin” and the least found was “Na-Khob”. The design
most frequently found was composite designs consisting of different designs including
wordings, and frame design within one “Nom pud”. The least found was natural design.
The layout most frequently found was layout of wordings, and the least found was the
layout of symmetrical design equally arranged on the left and right. In coloring, the



mostly found was the use of colors on design rather than on the background. The least
found was the use of colors on design in harmony with the background.

In the analysis of palm leaf in the second period, forty-five palm leaves were
analyzed. Findings revealed that 19 were made for auspicious occasions while 26 were
for inauspicious occasions.

In regard to elements, the palm leaves were mostly made of satin or rayon, and the
least frequently found were made of flannel. The most frequently used material to
decorate the palm leaves was silk and the least used was metal. The method of
decoration involved embroidering silk with metallic thread, and the least used was
engraving on metal. Concerning the pattern, the most frequently found was oval, the
least found was curved-rimmed oval angle and circle pattern. Regarding design and
layout, the palm leaves consisted of two features: one-sided design, and two-sided
design. The most prevalent design of palm leaves found were composite of various
designs including designs related to objects and utensils used in the royal ceremonies,
along with symbols and initials, all of which were arranged in the same frame of each
palm leaf. The least found were designs of nature placed in the same frame of each palm
leaf. The layout of design most frequently found was placing the designs not in a
symmetrical manner on both left and right sides. The least found was the layout of
designs scattering as radius. The coloring most frequently found was the use of colors in
harmony with the background, and the least found was the use of one solid color as
background.

“Nom pud”, was found most frequently made of metal, and the least used was
velvet. The material used to decorate was colors, and the least used was metallic thread
and pearl shell. The most popular method used to decorate was embossing on metal, and
the least popular method used was carving on metal. The pattern found the most was
lotus-petal pattern, and the least found was Sema-Ileaf pattern, three-headed elephant
pattern, and the Po-tree pattern. Regarding design, the most typically found was
composite designs of various designs including symbols, initials, and designs on the same
frame as “Nom pud”. The least found was designs on wordings, and designs of symbols
and initials. The layout of designs most frequently found were the symmetrical layout of
designs on the left and right sides. The least found was intensified wordings. The
coloring most frequently used was the heavier use of colors on design rather than the
background, and the least used was the heavy use of colors on the background.
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