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Abstract

The study on the significance of cultural capital in natural resources
conversation : a case study of ethnic groups in Western border of Thailand aims to
study the socio-economic and cultures of the community, to examine the ecological
system and community adaptation related to natural resources and environment, and

to consider the cultural capital of the ethnic groups.

This study is a qualitative research. In-dept interview, focused group discussion
are employed. Participatory observation, SWOT analysis and life history are utilized as
well. Findings of the study are as following : Tha Maduea village is a community of the
peoples who ’s migrated from the area of the VAJIRALONGKORN Dam ‘s
Construction Site to Tha Maduea village, Huai Kayeng Sub-District, Thong Pha Phum
District, Kanchanaburi Province in 1984 by the Allot land from Electricity Generating
Authority of Thailand (EGAT). Before the settlement of people, there were cultural
diversities for living together. There were various ethnic groups in the community
comprise of Tai Yuan, Karen, Tai Lue, Foreigners and peoples from other provinces
who lived together. Cultural capital of the former community was regarded of beliefs
and nature and the peoples living; they concerned with natural resources. Nowadays,
the community has changed due to the innovation of the outsiders and community
development. Therefore, the participation ideology of the members in community or
solving problems by the beliefs and the recognize in their homeland should be

manipulated to conserve the community culture.
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