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WiraneeSangsumrit.(2014). Social Behavior of Preschool Children through Backyard
Garden Activity.Master thesis, M.Ed. (Early Childhood Education). Bangkok:
Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee: Assoc.Prof.Dr.

SirimaPinyoanuntapong,Assoc.Prof.Dr.BoonchirdPinyoanuntapong.

The purpose of this research was to study and compare the scores of social
behavior of preschool children both in general and in individual areas through backyard
garden activity.The sample used in the study was 15 preschool boys and girls, with 5-6
years of age, who were studying in third year kindergarten (3/1) in first semester of 2013
academic year at Songwitsuksa School, Kannayao Sub-District, Kannayao District,
Bangkok, selected by purposive sampling.The 24 experiments with the use of backyard
garden activity were carried out within the period of 8 weeks, 3 days a week, and 50
minutes for each one.The instruments used in the study were plans of backyard garden
activity and an observation form for social behavior of preschool children with the index of
congruence (IOC) between behavior and definition between 0.67-1.00 The research
followed the one-group pretest-posttest design and the data were statistically analyzed by
using dependent sample t-test and the effect size of Cohen’s d.

The results of research revealed that 1) before the use of backyard activity, the
scores of social behavior development of preschool children were at the level of expression
by friend’s telling both in general (M=16.7) and in all individual areas of Collective
Responsibility (M=3.60), Cooperation (M=4.07), Public Property Maintenance (M=4.13) and
Kindness (M=4.27) respectively. 2) After the use of backyard garden activity, the scores of
social behavior development of preschool children were at the level of self expression both
in general (M=35.00) and in all individual areas of Public Property Maintenance (M=8.60),
Collective Responsibility (M=8.67), Cooperation (M=8.80), and Kindness (M=8.93)
respectively. After the use of backyard garden activity, the scores of social behavior of
preschool children were increased with statistical significance at the level of .01 both in
general ([_)218.93)and in all individual areas of Public Property Maintenance (5:4.47),
Kindness (524.67), Cooperation (524.73), and Collective Responsibility (525.07)
respectively. Moreover, it was found that the backyard garden activity affected the social
behavior development of preschool children at the high level both in general (d=11.99) and
in individual areas of Public Property Maintenance (d=4.21), Cooperation (d=7.97),
Collective Responsibility (d=8.54) and Kindness (d=9.56) respectively.
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