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N1 : Michel Igout.Phnom Penh Then and Now, 1993
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Graduate School

Srinakharinwirot University

Sukumvit 23, Bangkok 10110
January 3, 1997

Royal Embassy of Camibodia, Bangkok
185 Rajdamri Road, Lumpinee,
Patumwan, Bangkok 10330

Dear H.E.Mr.Roland Eng,

Mrs.Poonsap Rongkuptawanich, a graduate student, majoring in Asia History,

1s working on her research project of Phnom Penh History between 1865~1953.

The Graduate school agrees with her that your excellency is the expert about

PhnomPenh. I would like you to be her president of thesis devisor committee.
We hope your excellency would accept this invitation with our gratitude.

Thank you very much for your consideration.

Your sincerely,

é[/;jrﬂ;/xfu, Pronorssen—”

Dr. Siriyupa Poonsuwan
Dean, Graduate School

Srinakharinwirot University
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ABSTRACT

This Thesis is attempted to study history of Phnom Penh as the capital city of
Kingdom of Cambodia-during 1865-1953 AD, since the time of King Phranorodom
Phromborirat to the time of King Phranorodom Sihanuvoraman. It is concentrated on the
development of its social economic politic as well as its interrelationship during that time.
For its methodology, the thesis has been written by both primary sources and secondary
sources as well as the field surveying research conducted in Phnom Penh twice, for the
first fieldseason was done during 2-10 September 1995 and the second fieldseason was
done during 17-30 august 1996, the data was produced by interviewing and geographical
mapping.

According to its historical document, archaeological evidence in situ, and its
natural rich-sources settlement, Phnom Penh city, especially at the Bha-Phnom vicinity,
has been occupied by the early community since the early time, probably dated back to the
beginning of Buddhist period. It has played an important role in Cambodian history since
it had been used as the new Cambodian capital transferred from U-dong at the north.
Under the French colony during 1863-1953 AD. ; Phnom Penh had played more important
role when French settled her command centralization in Phnom Penh for expanding her
power in Indo-China by using the Mekong river as the major transportation. Since then,
the city of Phnom Penh was flourished, new French colonial architectures and
infrastructures have been built in the town for example train station, central market, foad
and port. In 1884-1953 AD. French government changed her colonial policy by
abolishing the Cambodian monarchy and royalty roles.

During the time of French’s rule, there were rebellions in Phnom Penh and other
difficulties that French had to face all the time until 1953 AD. French gave the

independence to Cambodia capital since then.
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