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Pamonwatsarmsee.(2016). Karen Musical Culturein Si Sawat District, Kanchanaburi
Province. Master Thesis. M.F.A. (Ethnomusicology). Bangkok: Graduate School,

Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee: Dr.NuttikaSoontorntanaphol

This research has the objectives to 1) Study the current status of Karen musical
culture in Si Sawat District, Kanchanaburi Province. 2) Study the Karen music in Si Sawat
District, Kanchanaburi. usingethnomusicological method as a guideline. The data was
collected from the interview and field study during 2014-2016. The research shows that

1. The Karen musical culture in Si Sawat District exists in the ceremonial tradition,
for example, Karen Songkran Festival, welcome ceremony, etc. However, the music in the
tradition is less important and the form is different in each area. The musical instruments
found aredJeewai, Mongwai, Pattala, Gei, Walekoa-Jee, Ju-juay, Moo, kru, Nadei, Metali,
Tapowgupler, Ta, Ta Per and Poey.The forms of musical performance are bands and single
performance, include, Poey Band, Cha-poo Cha-u Band, Nadei andMetali. Furthermore, the
music from outside Karen culture has also influenced the Karen way of life.

2. The songs of Karen people are both vocal and melodic. The vocal music can be
performed with or without musical accompaniment, include, songs for Nadei, songs for
Metali, songs for Poey, songs forCha-poo Cha-uandlullabies. The musical instruments can
be classified into melodic and percussion instruments. The melody and rhythm are unique.
Most of the lyrics are in the same way: the story of Buddhism, doctrines, history of Karen,

harmony, love and courting.
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