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The purposes of this study were twofolds. Firstly, it was aimed to
investigate and to compare actual and expected role of community development
workers in relation to nonformal education, distinguised by 4 variables,
namely : gender, education, age and numer of years in service. The stydy
also attempted to explore various problems which hinder the implementation
of nonformal education activities on the part of community development
workers.

The sample group comprised 260 community development workers
randomly selected from thé community development region III. The instrument
used in the study was a questionnaife consisting of 68 items divided into
5 areas : (1) community preparation as prerequesite to development,

(2) establishment and development of villagers' organization, (3) educating
the villagers, (4) vocational training for villagers and (5) providing
cooperative efforts among other development agencies. The questionnaires
were mailed to the selected respondents. The return rate was 96.92 percent.
The following statistics were employed, namely : frequency - distribution,
percentage, arithematic mean, standard deviation, t-test and One Way
Analysis of Variance.

The results of this stydy could be summarised as follows

1. The expected roles of community development workers were
higher than the actual roles in all 5 aspects.

2. The actual roles of coﬁmunity development workers were high
in 5 following activities.

2.1 Supporting the Tambon council in constructing development
plans.
2.2 Participating in Tambon council and village committee

meetings.



2.3 Facilitating in searching of the local volunteer leaders.

2.4 Educating villagers in an attempt to establish saving
funds which will enhance local production.

2.5 Providing assistance in establishing saving funds which
will enhance local production.

3. The expected roles of community development workers were high
in 5 foiiowing activities

3.1 Educating villagers in an attempt to establish saving
funds which will enhance local production.

3.2 Providing assistance in establishing saving funds which
will enhance local production.

3.3 Collecting data essential for planning.

3.4 Paticipating in Tambon council and village committee
meeting.

3.5 Encouraging villagers to participate in development
activities.

4, When the opinions on actual roles of the communify development -
workers were compared, it was found that the community development workers
with different genders were not statistically different, but those with
difference in education, age and number of years in service were
significantly different in their opinion.

5. There was no significant difference in the expected roles of
community development workers who were different in education, age and
number of years in service.

6. When the expected roles and the actual roles of the community
development workers were compared, it was found that the actual roles were

significantly higher than the expected roles.



7. The problems and obstacles encountered by community development
workers included the following : (1) lack of budget, (2) low level of
peoples's participation, (3) lack of cooperation among the officials,

(4) inability to reach the goal of work, (5) delay in project approval,
(6) insufficient allowances for community development workers, (7) too
large area under responsibility, (8) time limitation, (9) injustice from
supervisors, (10) lack of leadership on the part of villagers and

(11) lack of top-down cooperation.

8. The community development workers recommended that : (1) the
supporting-funde be increased, (2) working performance of community
development workers be improved, (3) honorarium be increased, (4) supervision
be effectively improved, (5) development personnal be adequately provided,
(6) equipment, audio - visual aids and training material be adequately
provided, (7) reporting procedures be reduced to minimum, (8) clerical
staff be sufficiently provided, (9) villagers' opportunities in decision -
making be provided; (10) community development workers be provided with
information through and (11) community development workersjto be served

as good models for villagers.
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