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The purposc of this thesis was to analyse the role of the non-
human cheracters in Lakhon Nai and Lakhon Nok with the concentration
on their origins, appearances, habits, types, parts and their value
in lakhon Nai : Ramakien Inau Oonarut and Lakhon Nok : Sangthong
Kraithong Karaket Chaiyachet Mano {h)ra and Suwannahong.

The 1investigation revealed that Buddhism and Brahmanism was
always a rich source of the non~human characters. While foreign
literature such as that of India and Java had en influence on some
particular types of the Thai non-human characters, the Thai way of
thinking and their high imagination added morc to the special and
complex charactcraistics of those characters,

Though, the non-human characters werc different from humans
in their appearances and supcrnatural power, but their fceling, thought
and desire werc likc those of humans.

There were two types of non-human characters : the good and
the bad ones. The first, acting as a foil to a hero, was virtuous
and helpful, trying to overcomc of some chstacles and to solve some
problems which the herc was faced with while the latter was willainous
and always caused trouble to others especially thc hero,

Non—human characters added a flavor to the stories., They made
the stories morc enjoyable and exciting. Morcover, they acded more

value to the stories.
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