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Pantipa Buasrakaew. (2006). Ayutthaya Under Somdet Phra Phet Racha 1688-1703
Master's Project, M.Ed. (History). Bangkok : Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot

University. Project abvisor : Asst. Prof. Yuwadee wongsawang.

This paper studies Ayuthaya under Somdet Phra Phet Racha during 1688-
1703.Somdet Narai's foreign policies aimed at building relations with France in order to
balance Holland's power and ease its threat to the country. France was given privileges
in spreading Christianity and the French troops wére allowed to station at Bangkok and
Marit forts. This had caused worries among nobles, monks and civilians who were
afraid that France would take over the country. Therefore, they turned to give support
to Phra Phet Racha, a powerful nobleman and the regent at that time. Finally, Phra
Phet Racha led a coup d'tat seizing the power of Somdet Narai and became the first
king of Phloo Luang Dynasty.

Although his succession to the throne was not accepted by some groups of
people who led rebels against him, Phra Phet Racha was able to suppress them every
time. Moreover, he expelled the French troops out of the kingdom, saving the country
from the Western power. He promoted trades with china and Japan instead of the
Western nations. In addition, he also cared for his people’s well-being, so the country

was peaceful during the 15 years of his reign.
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