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This study was an investigation into t+he indigenousness
of Maha Yoo Sunthornthai on his integraeted farming goctivities.
The emphasis was on his (1) biography, {2) integrated farmwming
activities, (3) know-how dissemination, and (4) personal ideas
and opinions on nonformal education and rural development. The
qualitative spproach was applied in the data collection using
three techniques, namely, decument synthesis, non-structured
interview end participatory observation. The researcher spent
1 month on his integrated farm. The conclusions were &s follows.

1. Biography Born in 18920, Maha Yoo was a native of Surin
province. He had 5 children. After finishing grade 4, he movéd
o0 Bangkek, entered the monkhood, firstly the novice and later the
monk, st Wat Mahathat, to study the Lord Buddhse's Teaching. Later
he left the monkhood and returned to his hometown in Surin. Soon
he began his career on his farm with the application of the know-
how he learned during t+he period of his monkhood in sddition to
various trips to the farms in the central region. His farming
activities included ditching his farmland, reising the fresh
water fishes in the paddy fields. These farming activities
hecome popular among locel villagders, eventually served as 8
model across the country. ‘Moha Yoo Sunthornthai éained
recosnition both domestically and internationally. A number
of honourary degrees were awsrded to him by various institutions,

2. Hgs thoughts on integreted farming. The integrated
farming was referred to as agricultural activities which induded

planting varicus typed of trees and raising a number of zanimals



in one area. These animals and plants weré complementary to one
another. In seddition, the farm products were sufficient family
consumption and the extra products were sold. The farming
activities were going on throughout the yesr, giviné no chance

for unemploymeni among the family members. The farming techniques
were tried, adjusted and jmproved throughout 30 years of his
career, and these asctivities finally became systematic integrated
farming which could be transferred to the farmers in the other
parts of the country.

3, Dissemination of know-how. Maha Yoo Sunthornthai was
frequently invited to the seminers and Lraining sessions organized
by various education jnstitutions and private sectors. in this
was the know—how techniques were made known to farmers. In
addition, his farm slso served as an education-center where groups
af farmers and interested parties of ten paid a visit. Interested
groups were set up by him in order to spread the know—how +tq other
farmers., His ideas and his integrated farming activities often
appeared in pamphlets and other audio-visual aids for distribution
Both intermally and abroad.

4. His ideas on Rural Development. The aim of the
agricultural activities, as a part of rursal development, was
primarily for self-support, The surplus of the farm products
might later be sold. In addition, planning became integral part
of integrated farming in order to have the farm products throuhout

the year.
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