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This study was to examine nonformal education services for socially
handicapped women at Kredtrakarn Home, Nonthaburi. The purpose of this
study was three-fold : (1)} to study personal background of those women,

(2) to study their opinions towards nonformal education sevices organised
in the Home, and (3) to collect problems and suggesttions to the services.

The subjects consisted of 140 women randomly selected from the total
number of 220. A structured interview was done by the researcher
herself during Februarv, 21 to March, 1997.

The findings were as follows:

1. Personal dat. Age : the youngest was 14 and the oldest was

36 years of age while the highest number was 16 - 20 vears (53.57%), and
21 ~ 25 years (25.75%). Geographical background : the highest number
was from the North and Central parts of the country with 30% each, 27.86%
from Northeast and 12.14% from South. Marital status : 65.71% were single,
30% were married and 4.29% were divorced or widow. Family background :
49,29% were agrarian, 30.71% were émployed workers, 18.57% involved in
commercial, and 1.43% were government officers. Occupation before being
prostitute : 56.43% were farm workers, 36.43% were employed workers and
7.14% were in school. Reasons for being prostitute : 80% wre economic
problems. Duration of being prostitute, 70% were from 1 - 3 years.

How to get to the Home : 90% were arrested and 10% were personal

agreements.

2. Educational background. General education: 56.14% with 4 year

elementary education, 27.14% no school education or not finish elementary
education, and 16.43% with lower secondary education: Program

participated in the Home : 25% joined general education classes in



pre—-elementary, elementary and secondary school. For vocational
education : none of them ever participated any kind of vocational
education before. While staying in the Home, everybody had to join

one of the arranged programs.

3. Opinions towards nonformal education program.

3.1 General education : 80% of the participants were fond of

the program because of teacher’s generousity, gaining new knowledge, and
gaining ability to read and write. Only 8.57% showed interest in joining
higher level programs, while 80% showed no interest because of having no
money and taking care of family. Suggested problems of the program were
that they could not follow the lesson because of softly voice and unclear
explanation of the teacher.

3.2 Vocational education : 87.14% of the participants were
fond of the program because of could be applied to their work, and gaining
- knowledge. 48.57% agreed with existing program while 51.43% had no
camment. 20.71% were interested in joining other vocational programs,
such as, Cosmetics, Barbering, and Dressmaking. Suggestions were that
students should have more practices, be able to choose any courses and
more variety of courses should be offered.

3.3 Rehabilitant activities : All the subjects had to attend
activities the Home provided. Most of them agreed that the program was
useful because of making them to be good, feeling good and gaining
knowledge.

3.4 Information services : Daily newspapers was not provided

in the Home. For reading interesting, 29.29% like cartoons, while 25%



liked any magazines. 45% prefered listening to radio and most of them

with 84.29% liked music program from any station. 47.86% liked watching

television while 83.57% watched everyday and‘their most favorite program

was drama. The information needed by them were local and foriegn news,

criminal news and news in general. Their comments were that there were

too few books, no freedom to communicate to their relatives, and

television sets and videotapes should be more.
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