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The purposes of this research were to study the perceived need for
development of workers; to compare the needs between those of employers and of
workers; and to compare the needs among those of workers categorized by sex, age,
length of experience, and educational qualification. A sample of 270 employers and
1,318 workers was randomly selected from those of agricultural industries in
Nakorn Pathom Province. The data collected using a specially désigned questionaire.
Nine hundred and fourteen usable returns, or 69.34 percent, were analyzed in terms of
percentage, mean score, t - test, F - test and scheffe test.

The findings indicated that the over all perceived needs were at the high level
in all four areas. When individual itemswere considered, both employers and workers
rated the highest scores in three areas which were: following sequences of works,
responsibility on assigned jobs, and ability to adjust oneselves to environment and
peers. In the area of working skills, the employers rated the ability to work
instantnously and fast the highest, while the workers rated safety at work the highest.
It was also found that there were no statistically significant differences at the 0.05
level between the employers’ and the workers’ perceptions. Finally, the comparisons
of the perceptions among the categorized groups of the workers revealed the
differences statistically at the 0.05 level as follows: in terms of educational
qualification, differences were found on all four areas; in terms of age only the area of
knowledge and capabilities were found to be different, while of experience, there were
on all four but of human relations.

It was recommended that the employers should pay more attention to worker

development since it was perceived to be at high need.
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