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COMMERCIAL RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CHIANG TUNG AND LANNA, 1558 — 1774.

AN ABSTRACT
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Sahapat Insee. (2012). Commercial Relationship Between Chiang Tung and Lanna,
1658 — 1774. Master Project, M.A. (Asian History). Bangkok: Graduate

School, Srinakarinwirot University. Project Advisor: Piyanard Ungkawanichakul.

The purpose of this study is to investigate the trade relations between Chiang
Tung and Lanna during 1558 — 1774 which was the period when Lanna was under
Burmese control. The study focused on factors affected trade relations between Chiang
Tung and Lanna including the types of trade relations and effects of trade relations
between Chiang Tung and Lanna.

The results of the study were Chiang Tung and Lanna had economic and social
relations since the period of King Mangrai, especially when Lanna was under the Burmese
rule and was a very prosperous period. The factors help to build the trade relations
between Chiang Tung and Lanna included geographical factors which supported the trade
relations as well as community locations and important natural resources. Moreover, there
were several commercial networks in Chiang Tung and Lanna. These factors brought about
economic changes to both societies throughout 216 years when both states were under
Burmese control. So that , the trade relations were grown up with community expansion. As
a result, there was changing of the relations from relative networks to commercial relations.
Particularly the distribution of currency system, exchange of products between Western
traders and the natives, and distant trade on the golden route to the nearly areas. These
booming trades have also provided great advantages to Burmese rulers of Lanna at that
time.

However, the trade relations between Chiang Tung and Lanna have many
problems and difficulties. For example, inconvenient trade routes and political crises in
Burma had affected economic policies of Chiang Tung and Lanna. Nevertheless, the trade
relations between Chiang Tung and Lanna had continuously grown and developed until
Rattanakosin Period.

In addition, the study was found that the trade relations between ChiangTung
and Lanna was boomed before Burmese expansion to Lanna but it had more developed

and boomed since the Burmese conquer this state.
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