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Natcharee Chiranakorn. (2007). “1000 Heddles” Gold Brocade Textile : a Case Study of “Chan Soma”
Group, Surin Province. Master thesis, M.Ed. (Art Education). Bangkok : Graduate School,
Srinakharinwirot University.

Advisor Committee: Assoc.Prof. Prit Supasetsiri, Assoc.Prof. Wannarat Tangcharoen.

The research objective is to endive into the ornament, color utilization and weaving process of
“1000 Heddles” Gold Brocade Textile of “Chan Soma” Group at Surin Province. The result were listed
as the following :

The distinctive quality of textile is new design (composition, ornaments, color utilization) based
upon a touch of Siamese Court and a pattern of exquisite Thai arts. The usage of Mai Noi silk yarn, the
delicate yarn from the very last set of yarn, is the very specific style of Surin’s silk. The gold silk yarn is
imported from India similar to those in the old time.

The ornament of textile is identical to indigenous Thai motif since Mr. Veeradham
Trakulngernthai, the designer, has an education background in Thai Painting. Therefore, his new creative
design is influenced by conventional style.

There are only three main colors used in the process of this group, which are red, yellow and
blue. Those three colors can be developed from five kind of materials, mostly available locally in South
eastern part of Thailand which is environmental friendly. Red was dyed with Coccus lacca insect. Lemon
yellow made from Prahod tree’s bark; mixed with indigo blue for green. Yellow cambodge made from
Kaelae tree’s heartwood (Yellow wood) and Pomegranate fruit peel for yellow orche. Blue was dyed with
indigo plant. Moreover, color in gold brocade textile of “Chan Soma” group is the same color which has
long exquisite Thai arts.

The weaving technique especially used by “Chan Soma” group has derived from ancient Thai.
The gold brocade textile weaving process with indigenous loom is based on a pattern of exquisite and
complicated Thai arts. The design effects the way the weaving technique is used. The elaborate brocade
textile called “Pha Yok” is woven by using extra weft threads for a raised pattern. The extra weft threads
which are clearly visible from the background can be woven with luxuriant gold threads, silk threads, or
silver threads. Some decorate and cover the entire surface of the textile; which is technically refer to
“weft brocade” and “discontinuous brocade”, mudmee (lkat), chok and koh (discontinuous supplementary
weft), khit (continuous supplementary weft). Such a brocade technique affords the weaver the greatest
possible in creating design, patterns and randomly decorated fabrics. Each time a brocade yarn is
required, it is placed in plain woven shed alongside the regular weft yarn. When the pattern area is
completed the brocade yarn can be tied off and cut or if it is into appear again, carried across the back
of the fabric to the next pattern area. As a matter of fact, the “1000 Heddles” Gold Brocade Textile of
“Chan Soma” Group is special and out standing because of its ornamental designs and traditional usage.
At the present, by introducing which is between weaving techniques and a traditional handloom to a

modern style of textile, the group continue to preserve their exquisite design.



The knowledge interchange, The knowledge passed on relatives still exists, the group member
can rarely get the special technique among member but mostly the knowledge has been passed on from
group leader to group members or occasionally from senior weavers to young generation. It is definitely

claimed that a dyeing process is the knowledge passed on from weavers to designers.
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