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The purpose of this study was to compare problem
solving ability and acadamic achievement in Social
Studies between two groups of students taught by The
Four Formal Steps of the Noble Truth and by methods 's
in: the teacher's manual.

The sample in this study consisted of 90 Mathayom
Suksa II students at Mathayom Wat Nongkham School,
Bangkok during the acadamic year 1985. The sample was
divided into two groups equally : the experimental and
control groups. The experimental group was taught by
The Four Formal Steps of the Noble Truth; whereas the
control group was taught by methods in the teacher's
manual. The Design used in this study was the Non
randomized Control - group Pretest - Posttest.

The instruments to collect data were lesson plans
of the Four Formal Steps of the Noble Truth, the methods
in the teacher's manual, the problem solving ability
test and the achievement test with the reliability
of .7359 and .8828 respectively. The t-test was
statistically used to analysig the data.

The results of this study revealed that the
problem solving ability a both groups of students
studying Social Studies was significantly different
at the .01 level; whereas the problem sclving ability

development the twoe groups, compared betwéen the pre-test



and the post -~ test, as significantly positive at the
.01 level. The achievement of the experimental and
control groups were significantly different at the

.01 level.
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