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" oclober, oy detvorod her st sogle, “transmission” a brikant thaot of

i, e s i e S o o the decade in megamix
n the mekde of docemnbor offaed four now songs

and

sugousto) thal e scond I woukd, I anyile, odopse o scanod

gores of belore yet, Ly apnl 1980, It was dear that al was nol well wath

lan cunlis s health had beon delcroating for somelme ocoagionaly, be

woukd colapse on stage more and more gos oG to be cancolon

brevause b wly wasiln g oo slate 1o poedomn in facl, he Teid
sufiext from epdonsy

o S0me 1m0 1o st waxs of apnl, o Dand beadined

Ihe oty oot at kondons ool chis on thee trd

mghl, culs was hobed off stoge il oy ovson's b

umbor kow oghts i,

QU was 100 8 ko porlonn el a g Ly low

9gs wore cancahed at ha ord of apnl on may 2.

curtis slumbicd off st dumg a sow At hgh kel

0 bemngham 1 woud be 1he s oy dvison poror

mance on satuday may_17, cug sclaned 10 hs

home {0 walch 4 tewviscd fim, "siroszek”, by s

favourila oo, werny Torog s bk, sy

that sunday momang, 10 bung Hinsol a ol found

by his bady roportedy voilded 1he sentence,

“al 176 very Mument wish were dead. | ust canl cope arymane.” acrording
to repoits, his wile lound the body around mud-day on sunday, for year,
the reasons for curtis’ suicide were unknown, in 1988, in their booklet,
“Joy division: form and subslance™, clinlon hayin and craig wood., offered
the following account: “sometime in 1977 he (curtis) was martied 1o his
childhood sweethearl, deborah woodruffe, and was soon (he father of
a baby git named natalie. for a tme this saemed o be a stabilising
faclor in his fife, but soon he began lo Le dopressed again and, in
1979, was lound unconscious al his home after inflicling knife wounds
on himsell. “his marriage began (o go through troubles, and on the tour
of halland in 1980 he began seeing anolher lady. a few weeks later, he
spent theee days in hospilal after taking an overdase of lablels due (o
an inlense boul of depression. his epiepsy was gating worse, and he
was refered to a psychiatrist, bul

only kepl wo of the appointments. "mallers came

to a head when deborah found oul about his

grifiend and asked for a civorce. she laler said al

the inquast thal he had asked # she was doing

the right thing and seemed upsel about Lheir

daughier. He promised 1o stop seeng his

gifiiend if the divorce proceadings were dropped, but

apparently changed his mind and asked his wile not to

see him again. the day before his death they had a

row.” the group was l0o stunned lo make a comment

on cunlis’ dealh. tony wilson said, “it came as one

bloody shockl” which was the nearsst that anyone

ever got to an offical factory statement. the music

press managed 10 be more voluble. some of the

obituanies veered to the side of the ludicrous. perhaps

the worst offender was dave mc cullough, who wrote

in sounds, “so next time...you've a minute of sliem
contemplation away Irom the plastic world, think of

lan custls, Jet his soul fill you, that man cared for you,

that man died for you, that man saw the madness in

your area.” in the nme, paul morley was at his most

rapturous. in an anlicle eatitled, “don’t walk away in

silence”. he wrote, “it doesn't really need saying, but

lan curtis was highly emotional, deeply romantic and

acutely sensitive. it was these qualities, plus an Ima-

tional willingness to take the blame for things...lhal

made him decide to leava us. a change of scenery.

for him, perhaps. freedom.” morlay went on to usher

joy division Into the ranks of the immortal. “joy division

throw us

out of balance. their music undoubtedly filed with the horror of
the times-no cheap shocks, no rocky homor, no tricks with mirrors
and clumsy guilt, but catastrophic images of compulsion, con-
tradiction, wonder, fear. the threatening nalure of society hangs
heavy; bleak desth Is never far awmy; each song Is a
mystery, a pursult, the music is brutally sensual and
meianchoiically tender. the songs never avoid loneliness,
cruslty, suffering; they defy these things... “thst s myth
will devsiop ls Inevitable, if only because of the ‘type’ of
group joy division saem to be; the passions they arnuse.
lan curtis’ words are vivid snd dramatic. they omit links
and open

up perspactives; they are set deep In

untamed, unfenced darknesss. he con-

fronted himself with ultimate realities.”

in the weeks that followed, the group

a different

that all the unrelsased materisi should
be Issued. the first songs to be released
were three compositions recorded for
the group's second album, but which
were not selectsd. these three songs-
“komakino™, “Incubation”™ and “and then
again” - were Iseusd as a free floxi-disc.
apeil saw the release of the single, “love
Wil tear us apart™. It was then an-
nounced that the second album,
“closer” would be released In july. curtis’
death ensured thet It was the most
eagerly awalted record since the sex
plstols’ “never mind the bollocks™ If any-
thing, “closer” was darder and more
anguished than its predecessor. it was
dominsted, predictably, by curtie’
mournful vocals, the sound of & man In
unbearable turmolL  “Closer” was

e vseoron ever maey T St a guide to unknown pleasures
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