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The purposes of this study were to learn characteristics of words used in
searching subject cards and compare problems in searching Thai subject cards of
Srinakharinwirot University Prasarnmit students through their levels of education,
subject areas and experiences in using subject cards. The sample consisted of 383
undergraduate and graduate students of Srinakharinwirot University Prasarnmit was
selected by means of accidental sampling particularly on only students searching
library card catalogs. The research instrument was a questionnaire approach.

The data was analyzed by percentages, means t-test and chi-square.

The results of the study were as follows :

1. In searching subject heading cards, the majority of the students created
characteristics of words for searching Thai subject cards by using single nouns that
were common nouns. The created words or terms did not match with subject
headings lists that librarians have prepared for library users and library itself did not
use those words or terms for assigning subject headings.

2. The comparative result of characteristics of words students used in
searching subject cards can be categorized into these followings :

2.1 It was found that, in each item of the questionnaire, there was no
significant different mostly among students with different levels of education in
using catagory of words that were relevant and irrelevant to subject headings and
searching kind of words that were not matching to library subject headings for
searching with kind of single nouns.

2.2 It was found that, in each item of the questionnaire, there was no
significant different mostly among undergraduate students with different subject
fields in using category of words and searching category of words that were not
matching to library subject headings for the relevance and irrelevance of words to

subject headings.



2.3 It was found that, there was no significant difference mostly among
students with experience in searching subject cards by using category of words or
kind of single nouns that were not relevant to library subject headings for using
category of words and kind of single nouns.

3. Overall, the problems of students in searching subject cards was at the
modurate level. When considered each aspect, it was found that the highest problem
was some foreign terms in the particular subject fields students did not know and
get familiar with. In addition some words or terms that students used for searching
were not listed at all in existing cards catalog.

4. Comparative results of problems in searching subject cards were as
follows :

4.1 Overall, there was no significant difference in the problems among
students with different levels of education had in searching subject cards.

4.2 Overall, there was no signiﬁéant difference in the problems of
searching subject cards among undergraduate students with different subject area.

4.3 Overall, there were significant differences at the level of .01 among
students with different experiences in searching subject cards. It was also found that
students with less experiences in using subject cards had more problems in

searching subject cards than those with more experiences.
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