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Kate-amporn Chaninngam. (2007). A Study on the Ceremony Related to Mortality of
Mon Community in Koh Kret. Master’s Project. M.Ed. (Thai). Bangkok:
Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor: Mr. Phanupong
Udomsilp.

This master’s project aimed to study the ceremony related to mortality of Mon
Community in Koh Kret, Pakkret District, Nonthaburi Province. Eleven people living in
the community, who are descendents of Mon with age ranging from 50-76 years old, all
of whom were from different careers such as policeman, merchant, teacher, retired
government officer, community leader, monk, and potter, were chosen to be participants
of the study. The participants were interviewed and their response was used as data of the
study. The data was then analyzed and descriptively reported.

Findings of the study revealed that Mon people at Koh Kret Community strictly
practiced their culture and tradition especially the ceremony related to mortality. Mon
people classified death into two types: normal death and abnormal death.The preparation
for the funeral of the normal death started with death announcement followed by bathing
ceremony and dressing for the dead, putting betel nut and coins into the dead person’s
mouth, closing the dead person’s mouth with betel leaf, fastening the dead body, setting
up the dead, putting the dead body into the coffin, moving and leading the dead, burying
the dead body, setting the firewood on the cremation furnace, cremating the dead,
including Yon Pha Ra Fai(throwing clothes) ceremony, returning from the cremation,
collecting the ash after the cremation, Phloi Phra (release the monk) ceremony. Unlike
the normal death, the abnormal dead body had to be buried immediately. There was no
merit making and food offering to monks held for the dead person. After seven days of
death, merit making can be done, but only raw food was allowed to offer. The dead body
then was dug up to cremate after three years of death except for the dead who died of
contagious diseases.

The funeral ceremony of the monk was not classified by the type of death. The
funeral of the monk in general was prepared like the funeral of the layman who died of
normal death. The funeral ceremony with the building of a castle for cremation was
usually prepared for the monk who had been in priesthood for over twenty years
including those who were abbot, deputy to the abbot and the elderly monks. The funeral
ceremony of the monk was strictly held by Mon people who believed they would get
merit as if they had cremated the Lord Buddha. The ceremony started with death
announcement by ringing the temple bells around the monastery. The bathing ceremony
was held without fastening the dead body, without coins and betel nut in the mouth of the
dead, without spraying perfume to the dead body. Sermons were preached for seven
days. A castle was built in place of a crematorium. There was no fire lit, but Look Noo
was lit instead. There would be a number of Mon people lamenting and crying in front of
the dead. Objects used in the ceremony were Dhamma riddles which were beneficial to
Mon people. Nowadays ceremonies related to mortality of Mon at Koh Kret have
changed. In the past, the funeral ceremony of the abnormal dead had to be buried and
then dug up to be cremated, but now only cremation would take place. Previously,
funeral ceremony held at home had many processes when compared to that held at the
temple. Now, some of those processes are skipped.



This study of Mon funeral ceremony enabled us to understand Mon’s ways of
life as well as their culture and tradition. Their outstanding characteristics were unity and
generosity, all of which demonstrated the identity of the ceremony related to tradition and
belief which have been conserved very well by Mon people living in the Mon community
in Koh Kret, Pakkret District, Nonthaburi Province.
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