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Kanyapat Jansrinak. (2011). A Study of Semantic Change in the Southern Dialect Idiom
Expressions. Master’s Project, M. Ed. (Educational Linguistics). Bangkok: Graduate

School, Srinakharinwirot University. Project Advisor: Yanisa Buranachaitavee.

The purpose of this study is on semantic change in the Southern dialect idiom
expressions between two generations. The data of the Southern. Thai dialect idioms were
collected from eighf villages in Huay yoong subdistrict, Nua khlong District, Krabi Province.
Group 1) between 15 - 20 years old, and Group 2) over 55 years old

The results of the study show that the two generations of language informants
recognized the semantic meaning of Southern Thai dialect idioms differently. Group 1
recognized the original semantic of southern Thai dialect idioms at a rate of 13.48% while
Group 2 recognized them at a percentage of 37.01%. There were some idioms lost from
Group 1 at the percentage of 42.65 % and Group 2 at the percentage of 7.56%. The result
also revealed that there were 5 semantic changes in southern Thai dialect idioms: These

included new meanings, shift narrowing, broadening.and pejoration.
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