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The purposes of this research were to study the reasons of studying in the Southeast
Asian Studies Program, a special program in the Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat University.
The reasons for studying were divided into four factors: security and career opportunities,
university’s reputation, personal interest and university’s location. This research also studied the
relationship between personal factors, socic-economic factors and reasons for studying in the
Southeast Asian Studies Program, Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat University.

The participants were 90 first-year students in the Southeast Asian Studies Program,
Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat University in the academic year 2004. The instrument for
data collection was the questionnaire with closed-opened questions. The statistics for data
analysis were percentage, mean, standard deviation and Chi-square test.

The results of this research revealed as follows:

1. The study of personal factors of the students in the Southeast Asian Studies
Program, Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat University showed that the participants were 64
women and 26 men. The grade point average of the participants ranged from 3.00 to 3.24.
Most of them lived in Bangkok and its vicinity. The study of socio-economic factors also
indicated that most of the participants' parents were government officers or state enterprise
empioyees. Most of them earned 30,000 - 60,000 baht per month.

2. The study of the four-factors reasons for studying in the Southeast Asian Studies
Program, Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat University such as security and career
opportunities, university’s reputation, personal interest and university's location reasons
indicated that the participants considered university's reputation as the most important reasdn.
then personal interest and security and career opportunities respectively. The least important

reason was university’s location.



3. The relationship between personal factors, socio-economic factors and reasons for
studying in the Southeast Asian Studies Program, Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat
University showed that:

Personal factors relating to the reasons for studying in the Southeast Asian Studies
Program, Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat University at the 0.05 level of significance were
level of academic performance and residence.

Personal factors not relating to the reasons for studying in the Southeast Asian
Studies Program, Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat University at the 0.05 level of significance
was gender,

Socio-economic factors relating to the reasons for studying in the Southeast Asian
Studies Program, Facuity of Liberai Arts, Thammasat University at the 0.05 level of significance

were parents’ career and ievel of parents' income.
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