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The primary purpose of this study was to analyze the literary
techniques, language use, and social values as revealed in the four
S.E.A. WRITE award-winning novels published from 1979 to 1982 : Loog
Isaan (Northeasterner’s Son), Comepiparksaa (Judgement), Poonpidtong
{Gold Sheeted Cement), and Talingsoong Soongnuck (Steep Riverside,
Heavy Timber). The results of the study were presented in an
analytical description,

Regarding the literary technigues, the most obvious plot
found in all four novels was basically the conflicts between the
individual characters and the society.

As for theme, Loog Isaan, a story telling in nature,
reflected daily living of Isaan peasants who were faced with acute
problems of drought and famine. Along a simnilar vein, thought-
provokiné notions as well as social conditions were powerfully
presented in Comepipaksaa. Poonpidtong, likewise, reveals realistic
social problems, most notably broken homnes. Talingsdong Soongwnuck
offered philosophically oriented ideas, stressing therein duties,
responsibilities, and ways of Leading one’s life. Regarding
characterization, be it leading or otherwise, simple personality
traits were described in Loog.Isaan and Talingsoong Soongnuck whereas
both simple and complex ones were expressed in Comepiparksaa and
Poonpidtong.

In terms of language use, repetitive words were applied

especially those that were either one - syllable long or more. In

addition, rhyming repetitive words were found in some novels. Local

.



dialects, were mostly found in Loog Isaan and Talingsoong Songnuck
respectively. Descriptive and idiomatic expressioﬁs were found in
all novels while narrative use of language was found onlyu in Loog
Isaan and Thalingsoong Soongnuck. | |

The use of figurative language or, to be more specific, simile
was clearly exemplified in loog Tsaan. Metaphor and personification
were found only 1n Comepiparksaa and Talingsoong Soongnuck whereas
symbolism was heavily used in Talingsocong Soongnuck.

As far as ways of 1ife were concerned, most families were
fundamentally complete, warnm and loving in all stories except for
Poonpidtong, the only novel that concerned itself with a broken family
On the topic of environment, no competition on economic welfare was
found among the characters. Superstitiously speaking, & strong belief
in lax of karma was clearly illustrated. The traditions and practices
of the local people were vividly described in Loog Isaan and
Comepiparksaa. The notion of social values and generosity among
members was depicted, yet most revealing were Loog Isaan and

Talingsoong Socngnuck.
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