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The purpose of this study was to study some problems within academic studying in
accordance with the curriculum of the Non-Formal Education, the program of Professional
Certificate Level, Commercial Field, in the Eastern Region of Thailand. If was noted that some
problems which arose were the learners, teachers responsible for each group of students, studying
methods, and edcucation media. Sex, age occupation, income, education, background, and fields
of studies were used as the main factors in this study.

The sample used in this research study consiste of 374 adult students who registered in
the first semester of the 1997 academic year and were studying in the program of Professional
Certificate Level, Commercial Field, in the Eastern Region of Thailand. Many stepg of random
sampling were used with the adult students in 9 provinces : Rayong, Chonburi, Chanthaburi,
Trad, Samudpragarn, Chachoengsao, Nakornnayakok, Prajeenburi and Sakaew. Questionaires,
the estimated scale with the confidence level .093 (r=0.93) was used to collect data.

The statitics used to analyze the data were frequency, percentage, mean, standard
deviation, t-test, F-test and content analysis.

The results are summarized as follows :
1. The study Problem Level

1.1 As a whole, the study problem level of the students is medium, X =263

1.2 With the consideration of each side, it is found that the problems of adult
students having problems in studying, in the medium level, are from 3 sides : the students,
X =3.08 ; the education media, Y =2.72 and the studying methods, X =2.58. In terms of the
teachs responsible for each group of students, the study shows a lower level, X =213.

2. The Comparison of the Study Problem Level resulte from independent variables :
2.1 Sex comparison
It is found that, as all sides, there is statistically significant difference

between sexes (male and femal) at 5 percent of significant level of 0.5 . On the whole, males
have more problems than females. With the consideration of each side, it 1s found that different
sexes of adult students have more problems with the teachers. Male adult students have more
problems than female adult students. Regarding to the learners, the studying methods, and the

educational media show a non-significant level.



2.2 Age Comparison

It is found that there is statistically significam difference among age
groups of adult students at 5 percent of significance level. (L =.05) With the consideration of
each - side problems, it is found that adult students have problems with their teachers who teach
each group. There is statestically significant difference at .01. With respect to the learners, the
studying methods and the educational media, there is statistically significant difference.

2.3 Occupation Comparison.

It is found that adult students having different jobs have problems in
their studies. With the wholistic problems and the each-side problems, there is no statistically
significant difference.

2.4 Income Comparison

It is found that adult students earning different levels of income have
problems in their studies. With the wholistic problems and the each-side problems, there is no
statistically significand difference.

2.5 Previous Educational Background Comparison

It is found that students different previous educational background
caused students to have problems in their studies. With the wholistic problems and the each-side
problems, there is no statistically significant difference.

2.6 Field Comparison

It is found that adult students studying different fields of studies have

problems in their studies. With the wholistic problems and the each-side problems, there is no

statistically significant difference.
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