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Dr. Manop Wisuttupat.

This research is an attempt to study Karen music at Pa-La-U village, Huay Sat Yai
sub-district, Huahin district, Prachaubkirikhan province. The objectives of this study are to
study the status and role of folk music in Karen society at Pa-La-U and to compile knowledge
of folk music from the village.

The results of the study are as follows:

1. The status and the role of music in Karen society in Pa-La-U village.

The Karen people are similar to Thai people in that they are generous and help each
other to form unity in the community. They also have many important, traditional aspects to
their lives including: traditional births, paying respect to ghosts (Wai Pee), paying respect to
the moon (Wai Prajan), ceremonial pagodas, traditional weddings and funerals. Some of the
Karen people wear woven dress shirts with v-neck collars, which come in a variety of different
colours, while others wear more modern clothing like the Thai people in the area. However,
during traditional shows and ceremonies, it is important that they wear traditional, Karen
clothing like before.

1.1 The status of Karen music in Pa-La-U today.

Music is a symbol and a unique expression of the ethnic Karen people in Pa-La-U
and it shows how the Karen people live their lives. This lifestyle is strongly bound to the
nature that surrounds them. They have also received assistance from the government to
establish and support the community as a leader in musical culture. The government has
made information available for tourists interested in Karen culture, and has provided clear
knowledge and research to those learning about the musical culture of the Karen people.
Karen music is important in terms of culture and the Karen people in the village are proud of
their culture. They are aware of their ethnic roots and it fills them with joy to be Karen,

making their culture, as well as the music still seen with admiration.



1.2 The role of Karen music in Pa-La-U today.

Historically, Karen music has played a role in the society of the Karen village of Pa-
La-U. The study found that cultural customs and ceremonies are important. Music has come
to participate and be involved in these ceremonies; 1) The harvest festival, 2) Weddings,
3) Funerals, 4) Songkran, 5) The Moon festival.

2. Knowledge of traditional music in Pa-La-U village.

Karen songs are different. The songs talk about the maintenance of nature and
everyday life of Karen people. The instruments are made from something within the area,
such as bamboo, etc. The musicians of the village mostly inherit the music from their family
or have a general interest in the music so study with someone in the village. During the
festivals and rituals of the Karen village, the musicians demonstrate the music playing their
role in the life of the Karen village. The social and spiritual beliefs which make up the content
of the songs vary according to the festival.

Important musicians of Pa-La-U village

1) Mr. Johboo Kaewmanee, age 79, elder and chief of the Karen people at Pa-La-U
village.

2) Mr. Sakda Panyahan, age 49, community leader in local culture and traditions.

3) Mr. Preecha Kohsin, age 39, teacher of religion and Karen language.

Karen’s past musical instruments: 1. Karen guitar, 2. Bamboo flute, 3. Karen panpipe (Khaen)
Karen’s current musical instruments: 1. Taena, 2. Kloc, 3. Cymbals, 4. Gong (Mo), 5. Drum
(De), 6. Wooden clappers (Widtai), 7. Tamborine (Tratruh)

Music of the Karen in Pa-La-U is inherited by each generation to preserve them as
the originals. Each song has different content, such as nature, history of the Karen people in
Pa-La-U, religious beliefs, and love. It is popular for the singing of songs, including serenades,
to be accompanied by the taena during various festivals of the village. The Karen believe
that some songs are a musical bridge between the people of the Karen village and the holy

world.
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