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Prajoub Palun.(2006). Success and Failure of Christianity Evangelicalism by
Foreign Missionaries in the Reign of King Rama IV and King Rama V (B.E. 2394-
2453) Master’s Project, M.Ed. (History). Bangkok : Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot

University ,Asst.Prof. Sukumal Sittimongkol.

This term-paper focused on historical background and method used for Christianity
evangelicalism by foreign missionaries in the reign of King Rama IV and King Rama V for both
Roman-Catholicism and Protestantism. The term-paper also analyzed many factors
contributed to the success and failure of Christianity evangelicalism during the period.

This study found that Christianity evangelicalism for both Roman-Catholicism and
Protestantism was brought back during the reign of King Rama IV than it was in the previous
reign. It was found that the era of King Rama IV was the golden period for Raman-Catholicism
which Pope Palergua and another French brother had paved the way for Christianity
establishment in the country. It was not until the reign of King Rama IV that the missionaries
could spread Christian teaching to northern, north-eastern and southern region of Thailand
and it was firmly established there. The credit of this well establishment of Christianity was
given to protestant, American missionary named McGilvary D.D

This study also found that method of evangelicalism is different between Roman-
Catholicism and Protestantism while Roman-Catholicism had more organized institution with
pope assigned by Vatican of Rome as the supreme leader and the method of evangelicalism
was road-show and setting of temporary shelter, Protestantism had more loosely organized
institution having many independent groups and the method of evangelicalism was through
social work such as healing sick people and teaching.

There were many factors which contributed to success and failure of evangelicalism
by foreign missionaries. The important factors leading to success were change in political
environment, support from the kings, faith of the missionaries to fight with problems in their
work and Thai society’s condition that was open for liberty on religion. However, there were
obstacles for evangelicalism which blocked progress in the missionaries’ work. These factors
were conflict between Roman Catholicism and Protestantism in their teaching and work
nature, hostile attitude of the missionaries towards Thai society based on culture different from
the western and most importantly strong Thai culture resulting from long-time connection
between Thai people and Buddhism as part of Thai way of life which Christianity teaching

could not get through easily.
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