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Saichon Metaaphanon. (2003). A Study of Critical Reading Ability of the English Major
Students Attending the Facully of Humanities at Srinakharinwirot University in
2003. Master Project, M.Ed.{(Educational Linguistics). Bangkok : Graduate
School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Commitiee: Wannakarn

Likitrattanaporn, Yanisa Buranachattavee, Soontaree Cunthrampuni.

The purpose of this research was to study the critical reading ability of the
third year English Major Students attending the Faculty of Humanities at
Srinakharinwirot University in 2003. The subjects were 57 third year English major
students attending the Faculty of Humanities at Snnakharinwirot University who studied
EN321: Analytical and Critical Reading |. The subjecis were selected by purposive
sampling. The instrument was a critical reading test. It was divided into 3 sections
1} Distinguishing fact and opinion 2} Making inferences 3) Evaluating author’s
attitude. The reliability of each section was 0.75, 0.74 and 0.60 respectively. The data

were analyzed statistically by mean and percer;tage.

The findings indicated that students had critical reading abilities at the
minimum norm level with an average percentage of 58.61. The cnitical reading skill that
students possessed the most was distinguishing fact and opinion {61.75%), the next
was making inferences (60.75%) and the least was evaiuating author's atlitude
(53.33%). Furthermore, most students in each sub-skill had critical reading abilities at

medium level (566.14%), medium level (47.37%), and lower than minimum norm level

(40.35%) respectively.
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2.2 NSAALIBIAIASIEWIDV1I0L (Critical Thinking)
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3.
4
5. ‘Hﬁmgﬂﬂms5‘lﬂmﬁlbmﬁlﬂm'%ﬂwmmmrﬁ (Avoiding emotional reasoning)
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1. AneslumsuonDBInATINATANNAMAR  (Distinguishing opinion and fact)
2. nnmlumsianulvanauafilioe (Recognizing authors® purposes)

3. nwzlumsouaiu (Making inferences)

d-'r Ll G o y By G o o
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s, Qb s A
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aUNe  uas RUN (Spache & Spache. 1973 : 543 - 544) D3 laNATITINABLATITEIUISO
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1. DMIRUNANVAALAUSNG s]lm‘iaaaaﬂm (Classifying ideas)
2. AIRNENAIITRITOL (Critical thinking)
' a:l L F_3 " .A = e . - . .
3. miruanmumduanuatouazammiuamuinodn (Distinguishing fact and fancy)

4. msaylau (Drawing conclusions)
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

20,

21
22,

23.
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n3lBuauaTHa (Establishing cause and effect)
mMIseuFadTn (Establishing sequence)
mrdsziduunzunitlynieingsg (Evaluating and solving problems)
n‘rnlﬁ:l,ﬁmma‘gﬂ (Evaluating summaries)

ol o = r'a g W W w A .
n’ﬁﬂuﬁ‘l‘uagamwgﬁmﬂuﬂmﬁaﬁnmmmﬂmuﬂ a1% (Finding information to prove or

disprove a statement)

nNTUAMUAAANLTUTBINWE (Forming an opinion)

msﬁm*mfa‘nﬂ's:ﬁ'uh (Forming sensory impressions)

mm'gﬂmm'ﬁ' (Generalizing)
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or tone)
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NTILAUNTIN  (Research)
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37 11 55 12.5 62.5 8 40
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40 12 60 13 65 8 40
41 11 55 11.5 57.5 16 80
42 13 65 14 70 4 20
43 12 60 13 65 8 40
44 11 55 11 55 4 20
45 12 60 13 65 18 90
40 10 50 13 65 16 80
47 17 85 13.5 67.5 16 80
48 11 55 13.5 B/.5 8 40
49 12 60 11.5 57.5 10 50
50 14 70 13 65 8 40
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SECTION 1

Distinguishing fact and opinion

Directions: Read each item of the following statements and decide
whether it is fact or opinion. In the answer sheet, put F in front the

statements of fact, and O for the statements of opinion.

4. No one has died of starvation in our county within the past decade.

2. The two thieves who were caught in the act of robbing Mr.Stewart's safe

will get prison sentences.

3. It's fact that the dancing teacher has said that dancing is the best means

of self-expression.

- T g
T -
. oY e

4. We accept that a person is innocent until proven guilty.

5. The plan to protect the people who live and work near the nuclear power

plant is inadequate and may never workable.

6. Time spent in the sun, tanning, causes cancer but not in everyone.

7. Some people have learned that certain emotions are acceptable while

o

others are not.

8. Not enough people care about the political situation to ensure any

change.

9. Eventually, consumption of water will be strictly regulated by the federal

government.

10. E.T. has grossed more money than any other film in history.

11. Powdered gelatin mixed with hot water provides a means of creating

such three-dimensional makeup effects as moles, warts, wounds, scars, and

welis.

12. The fact is, low — salt and no — salt foods are just as satisfying as those

that contain sodium.
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13. Because of continued research, we have refined our understanding of

the physical properties of the human brain.

14. The treatment of Japanese — Americans during World War 1l was and is

a terrible scar on our reputation as a democratic country.

___15. The breakup of families has ied to greater poverty, especially of children,

women, and old people. When a family breaks up, two households have to be

supported on the same amount of money that formerly supported one.

16. By and large, drug use among teens is concentrated within a few types

of drugs. Use of other drugs may occur in sporadic fashion, but it does not usually

last long. What is curious is that the most widely used drug, alcohol, is often viewed

with the least alarm by adults.

17. Many of my students have difficulty taking tests. As a result, they get

poor grades on their quizzes. They umust. therefore, work harder in class to

communicate their understanding of the course content to me.

18. Both changes suggest that while the United States shou'd be prepared

to move aggressively as new information becomes available, we should not rush to

adopt costly new initiatives such as carbon emission quotas or taxes.

~ 19. A man who lost his $3,800 wristwatch got it back a month later — when a

vet retrieved it from his Doberman Pinscher puppy's stomach! Veterinarian Jim

Grantham of Spartanburg, S.C., said the Rolex was still ticking after it was surgically
removed from the five — month - old pup.

- 20. Once inaccurate information is shared, it is very difficult to track down

and correct all records containing the error. Thus, computers greatly increase the

potential for misuse of information.
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SECTION 2
Making inferences

Directions: Read the passages. If you can infer the statement from

the passages, write yes in the blank. If you cannot infer the

statement, write no.

1. Kirill, which are the main diet of whales, have been cited as one of the world’s

biggest unexploited food resources.
(A) Whales eat more krill than anything else.
(B) The world has a number of unexploited food resources.

(C) Whales are one of the world's biggest unexpiloited food resources.

(D) The writer believes that krill constitute one of the world's biggest

unexploited food resources.

2. Vanilla is a favorite ice cream flavor, but very few people know where vanilla
comes from. Throughout Central and South America there is a climbing orchid
with greenish yellow flowers. These flowers produce long seed pods, which are
the backbones of the entire industry that produces vanilla.

_____(A) Vanilla pods are very expensive.

(B) Vanilla makes things taste sweet.

(C) The United States must import vaniila.

(D) Vanilla pods grow in warm climates.

3. A popular vacation spot during summer months is Nags Head; its beaches,
excellent surf fishing, and nearby historical sites make it one of North Carolina's
most popular seaside towns. Other resorts in neighboring southern states may

provide more night life, but Nags Head attracts families year after year.

~ (A) Nags Head is in the South.
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(B) You can see many children in Nags Head is in the South in July.

(C) Nags Head has many nightclubs and discotheques.

(D) Nags Head is on the coast.

4. In 1896 the fabulously wealthy John D.Rockfeller declared that the great

university he had founded was the best investment he had ever made in his life.

(A) John D.Rockfeller was richer than the vast majority of his feliow

Americans.

_______{(B) Rockfeller was delighted with the university he had founded.

(C) Rockfeller had made other investments in his life.

(D) Rockfeller made a large capital investment when he founded his

il

university.

5. The fossils that have led to this new view of dincsaurs as migratory creatures
have been found in Alaska, Canada, Greenland, and the former Soviet Union, as
well as in Antarctica and southem Australia. ‘At the time dinosaurs thrived near
the poles, conditions there were radically different from those today. The planet
was warmer, especially in these polar regions.

(A) Dinosaurs are usually thought of as sedentary creatures.

(B) Dinosaurs migrated from Alaska to Australia.

(C) The fossils have been found in polar regions.

(D) The temperature at the poles today is cold.

6. Tepees were used as homes by the American Indian as he moved around

looking for better buffalo hunting grounds and richer soil. They could be put or

taken down in minutes, so the Indian could be extremely mobile.

(A) Tepees were the most convenient dwellings for American Indians.

(B) The American Indians used tepees on the hunting grounds.

(C) The American Indians had to mobile because of fear of the buffalo.

(D) The tepees greatly assisted Indian mobility.
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7. As trees grow old they add a new ring for each year; this discovery, it seems,
was first made by Leonardo da Vinci, the famous [talian painter and scientist. it

took a long time, however, before the senous study of tree rings started; this was

done in Arizona by Andrew Ellicott Douglas.

(A) Leonardo was interested in the aging process.

(B) Leonardo became famous because of his tree ring discovery.
(C) Leonardo’ s discovery was not developed for many years.'

~ (D) Douglas was a famous Arizona scientist.

8. When the Pilgrims arrived from England in 1620, they found the Native American

communities devastated by a plague that eventually wiped out between 90 and

96 percent of the native inhabitants of southern New England.

(A) The Pilgrims arrived in southern New England.
- (B) The Pilgrims were also afflicted by the plague.
(C) The Native Americans offered little resistance to the Pilgrims.

(D) The plague began in England.

9. During the Great Depression of the 1930s, unemployment affected as much as
twenty-five percent of the labor force. Today’'s federal system of social welfare
programs did not exist then, so the families of most of the unemployed went
hungry. Since that time, we have progressed both in maintaining higher level of
employment and in providing support services to the unemployed. However,
unemployment is stil a threat in certain industries and for certain groups,
especially among minority youth first entering the labor force. Unemployment is a
waste of human resources, and represents a drain on public budgets and on the

life savings of individual families.

(A) Unemployment caused many hardships for families during the Great

Depresston.

(B) Figures for today's unemployment are higher than in the 1930s.

(C) Unemployment is a special threat to a black teenagers.
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(D) Programs to support the unemployed are funded by the federal

government.

10. The first recorded Europeans visit to the Outer Banks was made by Verazzano,
who was in search of route to the West. The area was referred to by Verazzano
and his crew as Annunciata, which means “to announce.” But the name did not
prevail because neither maps nor permaner{( settlements were made. When the
English increased their visits to the area, they referred to it as New Brittaine, and
then later as Arcadia. The name Arcadia was taken from the ancient Greek city
where the people had a simple, rustic lifestyle. However, this was the name given

by people who did not reside in the Outer Banks. The name Arcadia didn't stick.

(A) The Outer Banks was west of Europe.

(B) Verazzano had hopes for European settlements in the Outer Banks.

(C) The Outer Banks offers a simple, rustic lifestyle today.

(D) The English made permanent settlements in Arcadia.
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SECTION 3

Evaluating author’s attitude

Directions: Read each of the following passages and answer the

questions. Write X below A, B, C or D in the answer sheet.

__..-lr..i
-

The usual demands madéJEy.....parents’ love are; compliance, cooperation,
conformity, being like somebody, doing one’s best always, being a success, working
hard, éausing; no trouble, glonfying the family name, making one’s parents proud, etc.
Of course, when all the conditions are added up they are just too much. Under
conditions like these one can only fail... After all, failure means that you didn’t pay
the necessary price of admission to love. This, of course, leads to self-hatred
whether admitted or not. And this self-hatred is the beginning of a sad and self-
destructive life.

1. The author's attitude toward the usual demands made by parents is that

they are realistic demands

a
b. they are unrealistic demands

2

they are not serious

d. they are necessary

it used to be that women were sexy if they made a good souffle and men
were sexy if they tossed a ball, ran a mile, and went out with the follows. My father
belonged to a men's club where he could play squash and talk on politics and high
finance while we at home talked intimately. Now my mate and | talk politics together
as | help place the apples in the crust. | want to fling them in. He wants to place
them in a neat circle. It's a character difference, not a sexual one.

2. The author’s attitude toward the sex roles of today is _

a. fraditional, the same as twenty-thirty years ago

b. fathers have it made
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c. there are no real sex roles

d. women should do the cooking

Every year millions of us fall victim to the common cold. As the
symptoms include coughing and sneezing it is widely assumed that colds through the
air to be inhaled by other suffers, but research has shown that cold viruses can
survive for a limited on a number of surfaces, including human skin. So they can also
be paséed on through physical contact. The only efficient way to avoid spreading or
catching a cold is to isolate yourself completely, though this is hardly practical. Colds
are rarely serious as anti-bodies are quickly produced to counter the effects of the
cold-producing virus, which may be anyone of hundreds. Commercially produced cold
cures are legion and provide an important source of revenue for pharmaceutical
companies, who would no doubt regret the loss of the common cold. No less
numerous are folk remedies, some more bizarre than others. | prefer to try and
drown the cold bugs in alcohol. it may do little for the cold but it certainly cheers me
up.

3. What is the author’'s attitude to cold remedies?

a. Colds can’'t be cured by ordinary remedies.
b. The more remedies one uses, the worse one's cold becomes.
c. The less remedies one uses, the better he will be.

d. The author doesn’t believe cold remedies can cure colds.

We must realize the futility of trying to impose our will upon our children. No
amount of punishment will bring about lasting submission. Today's children are
willing to take any amount of punishment in order to assert their “rights.” Confused
and bewildered parents mistakenly hope that punishment will eventually bring results,
without réalizing that they are actually getting nowhere with their methods. At besd,
they gain only temporary results from punishment. When the same punishment has
to be repeated again and again, it should be obvious that it does not work.

4. Which of the following best describes the author's attitude toward

punishment in the passage?
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a. Sympathetic b. Indifferent
c. Approving d. Critical

As Frank Lloyd Wright's reputation in Europe and other parts of the world
grew, his influence on American architecture became stronger and he was

considered a prophet of American art. But he was much more. He not only
designed structures that forecast the future, but he also brought them to fruition. As
an artist, engineer, and builder he was far in advance of his time. But revolutionary
as his concepts were, they were based on the seventeenth-century Puritan tradition:
practical, functional, and improvisational. He built with an awareness and a deep
appreciation of the nature as a setling. He maintained that peoplé should not

dominate nature, but should live in accord with it. He perfected a philosophy of

architecture based on nature, a philosophy and attitude closely derived from the
ancient thought traditions of Japan.

5. What is the attitude of the author toward Frank Lloyd Wright?
a. Objective b, Admiring

c. Critical . " d. ldealistic

| tell my daughters that they can be pilots as well as stewardesses,
doctors as well as nurses. | don't want them to limit their goals just
because they are female. There has to pleniy to reach for.

6. The attitude of the speaker toward women is

a. fearful

b. sympathetic
c. Idealistic d. proud

Man sees the weather differently according to his circumstance and healthy
fear works at the center of his concern for it. Facing the awesome grandeur and
cruel humours of the weather, ancient man was forced to believe that these were
caused by gods. Wishing desperately to better his odds against the weather, he
invented innumerable prayers, sacrifices all intended to persuade the gods to give
better weather. Wanting exactly like modem man to know about tomorrow's wind, he

developed the practice of looking for signs of coming weather in the conduct of
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animals, the tones of the sky or the tuming of leaves. He tried rituals, such as

dancing, to control the weather. They did not work, of course, but they made for

some lively times.

/. The author’'s attitude towards early man's attempts to control the weather

is
a. disbelieving, but amused
b. contemptuous, but interested
c. scornful, but objective
d. disapproving, but admiring

Our forebears had a deep respect for tradition and the accepted way
of doing things. It was their complete adherence to rules that enabled them to do
many things so well. Because all people helped with the construction of their own
house, | assume that building knowledge was passed from generation to generation.
Often, in the crudest early implements there can be found a beading or intended
decoration worthy of the most sensitive artisan; in the simplest house framing one
can see touches in hand-hewn beams that show a knowledge of classic architecture.
Ira Allen, brother of Ethan Allen, wrote of Vermont, “| am really at a loss in the
classification of the inhabitants here. They are all farmers, and again every farmer is
a mechanic in some way in some way or other, as the inclination leads or necessity
requires. The hand that guides the plow frequently constructs it."

8. What is the author's attitude toward the workmanship of people who lives

in the past?
- a. Indifferent b. Critical
c. Admiring d. ldealistic

Tﬁere is reason today to reflect on the state of higher learning in
America in its mission to teach the ordinary student to be a cultured person, The
rouble is not simply that the sciences have displaced the humanities. The
humanities, as currently taught and studied, are as much addicted to specialized
scholarship as are the scientific departments to highly specialized research. The

trouble rather is that the broadly educated generalist has become an endangered
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species. That ever-increasing specialization of knowledge in all fields has almost

completely displaced the generalist.

In most of our colleges, the elective system reigns supreme. its only
requirement ---—-the choice of a major in one field of subject matter and a minor
another—--compels students to specialize before they have acquired the general
cultivation that would acquaint them with the ideas and disciplines that are the

components of human culture.

9. What is the author's attitude in the passage toward higher education in

America?
a. Sarcastic b. Disinterested
c. Disapproving d. Emotional

What makes science fiction the literature choice for so many? Arthur C. Clark,
the novelist and scientist, gave a good answer once when asked why he chose to
write in this genre. “Because,” he said, “no other literature is concerned with reality.”

Ciark didn't say what sort of reality he had in mind, but there are two that
suggest themselves. One of the significant realities of our time is the rapid advances
In science and technoloqgy. These are the areas that have made this century more so
fast, in ways that earlier generations could hardly even imagine, and science fiction
has played some part in accelerating their progress. In the 1930s there was no
television, radio showed little interest in science, even the daily newspapers covered
it scantily and not very well; but science-fiction magazines were exploring in every
newsstand edition the latest concepts from genetics and nuclear physics to
cosmology. | think it is fair to say that a majority of the world’'s leading scientists
today were first turned on to their subjects by reading science-fiction stories.

10. The attitude of the author toward science fiction literature can best be

described as

a. critical b. admiring

C. neutral d. wary
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