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Pichai Sookwoon. (2003). Participation in conservation of local arts and cultures
of members of Tambon Organizations and People in the locality, Surat
Thani Province. Master thesis, M.A. (Art Education). Bangkok : Graduate
School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee : Assoc. Prof.

Wannarat Tangjareon, Asst. Prof. Amnart Yensabai

This thesis is aimed at studying the process in part taking of people, after the new
constitution has given them rights to protect and take care of their own cultural arts, in the
conservation of their local arts and cultures and in discovering the factors and interests in
participating in this action. The problems and methods to amend the obstacle in the involvement

were also the aims to reveal.

The sampling groups employed in this study were members of Tambon organizations and
people in the areas where the cultural arts were situated in abundance in such districts as Chaiya,
Phunphin, and Kanjadadit, Surat Thani province. Forty-two members of the Tambon Organization
and 1, 042 people in the areas took part in this study. The 3-sided data were applied, that is, the
Quantitative data, the quality data, and the data gained from the process of participation of the
peaple, or folk arena. Questionnaires were used to collect the quantitative data. Interviewing formats
to delimitate the information regarding the changes of both the cultural arts and the society in each
community were applied to acquire quality data. The last data were adopted from the thoughts and
experience attained through the process of folk arena or group procedure of the people taken part in

the activities.

Basically, the statistics applied in interpreting the quantitative data were the Percentage,
Mean, and S. D. The one-way analysis of variance was chiefly used with the quantitative data and
then, to reinforce the analysis, the quality data and those attained from the group procedure were

employed.

The findings are as follows:

The members of the Tambon organizations and the people had parts in conservation of the
cultural arts at a lower level. This was due to the fact that there had been a social change from
agricultural society to capitalism one. The change caused the agricultural sector many a problem: the
poverty, natural resources, and differences in earnings. These, with the economical needs, affected
the original life styles of general people in the rural areas. The result, they had to abandon or take

less care in the local cultural arts. Consequently, the trends in conservation for the cultural arts had



arts had to be adapted according to the government’s policy of Economic Plan. Even though the
constitution offers people’s rights to take care of their local cultural arts, the opportunity the cuttural
arts could do to build harmonious balance for the community would hardly become true if no

changes could be made to the current structures of economic, society, and politics.

The possible methods, however, would be that both the government and the people in the
locality cooperate in promoting love and recognition for the values of the cultural arts in order that
their heritage would once again create balance in the community. In addition, much more funds are
needed if the work of renovation for the cultural arts is to be carried out, considering the huge
amount of money invested in the infrastructure in the years gone by. Again, the information to
publicize the values of the cultural arts should be widely made. The state media should not solely
aim at promoting business activities. Moreover, the government should endeavor to narrow the gap
of earning divide between the people in the rural areas and those in the cities. This will in turn make
smaller number of rural people to move to town for a better job opportunity, and which will
automatically promote them to be close to and pay more on their cultural arts. Most important of all,
the opportunity should open more to the local people to really have part in administrating and

managing their cultural arts.
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