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The papose of tihis study was  twofold @ to investigate
historical backgrouds and fuctions of the public libraries
under the Mimistry of Education, with respect to administrative
furctions, budget, building facilities, existing laws or rules/
regulations ; and to analyze the factors influencing the develooment
of the public libtraries. The procedures included the analyses of
the literature pertaining to the public libraries from B.E. 2459-28532
and the structured interviews. The results of the sralysis were
described and  illustrated by statistical tables and charts. The
findings were as follows :

1. Concernirg library establisherent, reading rooms,
encouraded by the government, were set wp in various rovinces in
Thailand in the eatly period of development. In the second
step of the development, the public lihraries were exparyded in many
districts and provinces acress the country. In the third stage of
development, the public libraries were set up in the provinces,
10~20 librar-ies each year.

2. Concernitg library, administration, the librarcies
were initially teken care of by local teachers, Buddhist morkes, and
. geverrment officials who had free time. In the second stage of
development, the libraries were taken by Provincial Superintendents
and the district (Amphoe) superintendent. In the third stage, the
oublic libraries were under the responsibility of the Nom—formal

FEaucation Departmetit.



2. Conmcetning budgetting, no preset budoet was approbristed
for the libreries in the first stage. In the second stage the budget
was allscated through the Adult Education Division, then trougih the
Nor—-formal Education Development.

4. Concerhing building facilitles, o specific facili.ties
were available in the first stage. Reading skace was arranged
in the building belongirg to a Buddhist temple or other goverment
agencies. In the secord stage, the situation persisted. However,
space in private buildings was rented to serve as a reading place.

I the third stage, mublic library buildings were desigﬂec_i and
constructed by the Ministry of Education.

5. Cormeertiing laws, rules and resulations, no law had yet been
eracted concerning the public libraries. However, two sets of rules
ad regulations concerning this matter was officially prescribed by
the Ministry of Education in B.E.2492 and B.E.2495. Tire latest was
the one prescribed by the Nom—formal Education Depar-tment in B.E.2529.

A number of varisbles influencirg the development of the
public litraries in Thailand were summarized. Historically, Prava
Faisalsilapasart, the former Director-Germeral of the Education
Department, proposed to the Minister of Education that pblic
reading rooms be set up. King Rama VI supported that project.

Later in the administration, Gereral P. Pibunsongkhram, ealy
oremeir of Thailand, supported the policy that mublic libraries

be established in various parts of the country in the attemot to



eradicate illiteracy. The later adninistration followed the policy
of the UNESCO inm the erection of museunes and public libraries in
oder to facilitate adult edcation programs. The public library
development was repidly escalated when the intermatioral experts
came to Thailand to assist in implementing the pulic liprary
schemes.

Tre firal major influence which mobilized repid growth of the
cublic library was the fact that the Ministry of Educatico
established the public libraries in all provinces and major towns
in the country, aiming that these libraries would serve as centers
for life-long learing.

A rumber of problems interfered the development of the
public libraries in Thailamd. These included the lack. of buildirg
facilities and the lack of both aualified librar-ians with
degrecs o certificates in library sciences and other litrary
persarnels. The advancemert to higher rarks on the part of the
librarians was less attractive according to the rules and regulations
set by the Civil Serwant Commission i compsring to teachers Wwho
served in the same positions but received better promotion. The lack
of budgets for additioral public library buildings, office ecauipment
procurement, bocks, magazines, jourmals, ard materials essentlal for
promoting library programs were major- obstacles still. Above all,
fundamental law deemed to be essential was never enacted to

suoparrt the public libraries in Thalland.
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