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Abstract

The Arts Group of Thailand was founded in 1979 after the serious
protests of October 14, 1973 and October 6, 1976, when students and
intellectuals joined together and demanded democracy and justice from
the Thai government. When the efforts were in vain, some students and
intellectuals had to flee and live in the wood, while the rest were
forced to lead a quiet existence in society, As a result, the Arts Group
to Thailand was inaugurated in a subdued atmosphere and in 1983, it
expanded from the Arts Group of Thailand to the Thai Association of
Fine Arts. Eventually, this association disbanded in 1987.

The Arts Group of Thailand played a significant role in Thai
society which included organising art exhibitions and disseminating
academic works. Their infuence is still felt today. The Arts Group of
Thailand had organised five Art Exhibitions of Thailand, three Youth’s
Art Exhibitions of Thailand and five Children’s Art Exhibitions of
Thailand; and published art magazines and books, and also arranged
discussions and lectures. All activities of the Arts Group of Thailand
were publicised in the city and rural areas, and were considered
valuable by alarge number of people including artists, art students,
students and art lovers.

The Arts Group of Thailand, a private organisation, was
established by a group of people who were university art professors,
artists, designers, art teachers, art students and the general public.
This organisation was strongly determined to encourage the development
and progression of Thai arts, either by creating works of art

disseminating academic works.



The Arts Group of Thailand coused several impacts on both society
and the art, which were as follows :

1. The instigation of more efficient operations in private
organisations to enable them to support and develop Thai arts.

2. The start of efficient formation of groups of volunteers from
different institutions and educational establishments of all ages.

3. The encouragement of more cooperative team work among
academic, practitioners and artists both in central and rural areas.

4. The laying of basic ideas to encourage every concepEE;and
styles of art,

5. The laying of basic ideas to develop works of art and academic
works.

6. The start of an important revolution in creating art, studying
in art and enlarging art institutions.

Although the Arts Group of Thailand or Thai Association of Fine

Arts had ended its operations in 1987, its role in the past caused many

positive effects for Thai society and art.
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