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Rapeeporn Kaewploy. (2008). Folk Music : A Case Study of “M/ON” People at Bang
Khan Mahk Subdistrict, Muang Districy, Lopburi Province. Master thesis,
M.F.A. (Ethnomusicology). Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot
University. Advisor Committee: Assoc.Prof Kanchana Intarasunanont,

Assoc.Prof Manop Wisuttipat.

This ethnomusicological research on “Folk Music: A Case Study of “Mon”
People at Bang Khan Mahk Subdistrict, Muang District, Lopburi Province” was aimed to:
1. study the folk music and relevant culture of “MON” people at Bang Khan

Mahk Subdistrict, Muang District, Lopburi Province;

2. analyze the folk music of the “Mon” people.

Data were gathered from published sources, audio- and video-recordings,
interviews and observation. The music melody of “Mon” people was transcribed into
western notation. The results of the study were as follows:

The “Mon” people of Bang Khan Mahk still firmly preserved their culture,
tradition and uniqueness. The “Mon” dialect was used throughout the whole
community. The Buddhist prayers were also in the “Mon” dialect. They wore clothes
unique to the “Mon” tradition. Elderly “Mon” women tied their hair into a bun. The
“Mon” people strongly upheld their tradition and beliefs. Unlike other ethnic groups, the
“‘Mon” people of Bang Khan Mahk made merits, sang , danced and did various
activities together in each festival. The tradition and beliefs which incorporated folk
music include Songkran Festival, offering sacrifices to spirits, Rum Pee Rhong, the
festival at the end of the Buddhist Lent, beliefs about spirits, gathering children’s hair
into topknots. The living person handing all the tradition and beliefs down to the next
generation was Mrs. Pattama Khamdee who could remember most folk songs of Bang
Khan Mahk very well.

The analysis of 11 folk songs of Bang Khan Mahk revealed that the songs were
not very long. The shortest song was 5 bars long, and the longest song was 28 bars
long. They were in one or two parts. The songs with chorus did not vary much in tune.
The sound intervals range in most songs were at the average level. The rhythms in

most songs were at the average speed.
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