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ABSTRACT

Ayutthaya was established as the capital of Siam in B.E.1893 (A.D.1350) by King
Ramadhibordi |. Located on the lower Chao Phraya basin and surrounded by 3 major
rivers, Ayutthaya was ideal for both agriculture and commerce. The strategic geography
provided convenient accesses to many overseas countries and Ayutthaya became
prosperous in short time. 33 Kings had reigned over Ayutthaya before it fell in B.E.2310
(A.D.1767). In terms of politics, Ayutthaya embraced absolute monarchy as their political
system. In the period before opening the country to international trading, monasteries were
sources of knowledge and also centers of faith among the people. Monks played an
important role in the academic matter. They taught about knowledge, religious practices
and military science. Yet, home was the place to build skillful professionals. After the
opening of the country, the temple-home educational system was changed. Relationships
with foreign countries brought in new ideas, as well as knowledge, which became influential
over Ayutthaya culture and society. Thai students were sent to study in France for the first
time and the first ever textbook namely Chinda Manee was created in King Narai, the Great.
The book was also the first academic document the country ever had.

Feudalism ruled Ayutthaya society. The monarch was in the top class. Followed by
the King's relatives, state officials, commons and slaves. Feudalism was established in the
period of King Triloknatha. Although the feudal system caused inequality, the society, then,
became stronger and unity. This is because the strong faith in Buddhism among the people
pulled the nation together. Almost all monarchs of Ayutthaya allowed every religious
mission to propagate their belief and the people also had freedom in faiths.

Jewelry of the Ayutthaya period can be classed as gold jewelry. The work
represents a combination of craftsmanship between goldsmith and jeweler. Every monarch
had goldsmiths and silversmiths in their courts. The two professionals worked separately as

they had different skills. However, both professions were classed as ones in the list of



Chang Sib Moo-the Ten Craftsmen, which was set up in the Rattanakosin period. The
Ayutthaya's jewelry, as exhibited at the Chao Sam Phraya National Museum in the present
Ayutthaya Province, was mostly made of gold inset with gems. Some were made of silver
and alloy of gold and copper. Most of gemstones are in cabochon cut. Some, but not so
many have a roughly brilliant cut. There are also golden utensils of which patterns and
production technique are of the same ones as jewelry. There is evidence to confirm that
gold was the precious metal mostly used in Ayutthaya's jewelry. Ayutthaya, then, was
cent.er of gold trade. Gold was generally used in higher society for jewelry, utensils and
miniatures relating to Buddhist belief.

Jewelry of Ayutthaya period features the delicacy of craft man. Welding of gold

wires into patterns was fine and closely woven. A repeat of pattern was utilized to solve a
gap problem. Red gemstones, rubies, emeralds, jades, quartz crystals, diamonds,
topazes, jets and pearls are among gemstones used in the jewelry works. The royal jewelry
for the Autthaya's monarchs includes :

- Krong Sor-gold fraise, made from gold sheet, was built in separate units to
conveniently assemble when wearing. Decorated with floral patterns and inset
gemstones in various colors, Krong Sor also has its facet formed in Rang Tan-a
hornet-hive shape-and decorated with an asterisk pattern inset with gems.

- Sang Wan and Tab Suang-pendant and breast ornament, in many designs
and sizes, were decorated with gold threads, inset with gems, and tiny-peart fringe.
A cross-stitch patteren, with gems setting, was utilized. Some patterns have an
Indian-Arabic influence. Sang Wan can be separated to small units, each has a
delicately beautiful pattern.

- Kam Lai Thongkam-gold bangle, hollow and solid, was decorated with delicate
patterns. Some have gems setting around the circle. Sculpting and gold thread

lining is the decorating technique.



- Soy Khor Mue Thongkam-gold bracelet, woven from gold threads, has a front
setting-some in a gastropod-like shape or decorated with tiny gold beads. Both
plain and patterned can be found.

- Phahurat and Thong Phrakorn-arm and forearm ornaments. Phahurat is larger in
width than Thong Phrakorn. Both use welding technique in forming patterns, which
comprise various Thai traditional designs namely Pracham Yam, Kinari and Karn
Khod. A repeat of pattern was utilized throughout.

- Thammarong-ring. Plenty can be found. Most are in gold with bas-relief and gem
setting. Some have a front setting in a lion-head-like shape. A cow feeding its calf
and flowers are also found as patterns of the rings. The utilization of animals and
plants in the jewelry designs are more popular in Europe than in Asia.

- Mong Jut and Chula Mongkut-crown and headdress. Mong Kut was designed in
a form of a crown inset with many precious gemstones. Chula Monkut was a
headdress for a queen or other high-rank ladies of the royal court. Designed to be
a decoration for the ladies' chignon, Chula Mongkut was woven from gold threads
with a floral pattern.

- Pan Neng-buckle, was designed in both a large precious gem setting and a gold
panel with a rhombus-shape pattern. Decorations were made of tiny gold wires
and colored precious gems.

Patterns utilized in the designs of Ayutthaya's jewelry were based on 3 characters :
1. Thai traditional patterns which derived inspiration from Thai paintings of Thai art.
Patterns, that were mostly used, inculude Kanok Kankhod, Kanok Phakgood,

Pracham Yam and Bua Kwam-Bua Ngai.
2. Derivation of nature comprises flowers and leaves which were mostly used in

Sangwan, pendants, and untensils.



3. Derivation of architectural decorations, especially bas-relieves. Evidence to
this assumption is shown by patterns on many jewelry pieces appeared to be
the same as ones in many architectural decorations. The works of both orders
might be created in the same age.

To solve problems, a jeweler adhered to the symmetric designing method-designing
from the core and using a repeat of patterns of same sizes. Spaces were filled up by golden
wires delicately and gracefully lined in various forms. The bright golden yellow contrasted
with colorful gemstones. The contrast in color is a characteristic of the Ayutthaya’s jewelry
and, later, became a special property of the Thai's jewelry. Presumption can be made from
the study on the jewelry pieces exhibited at the Sam Phraya National Museum, Ayutthaya
Province :

1. Sharp tools such as scissors and scrollsaws were used in frameworks and

scrollworks.

2. Welding was the method to combine pieces of gold together and was possible

by a fire blower.

3. A pointed tool such as a gouge was used to carve a decoration of high or
bas-relief.

4. Tools made of ivory, horn or a rounded-tip iron bar were designed to use in the
embossed decorative works.

5. A hammer-like tool was used in striking to form a jewelry work.

6. Gem setting was done with the edge folded over.

It is understandable that the tools of those in the Ayutthaya period were the same
as ones utilized by goldsmiths of the present Petchaburi pravince. This is because Thai
craft men usually follow or imitate techniques and designs from others. And tools as
well-a goldsmith desk, fire blower, striking tool, wire roller, carving tool, cutting tool, seizer,

scale and other equipment to work with some certain parts.
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N7NA (Emerald) 7%
W8 (Zircon) 7Y
waneiduag (Amethyst) 7
WaBYIISNNAY (Tourmorline) 7
Auurn 7
wein (Jadeite) 7
wen (Nephrite) 6

nwaetlleinam (Peridot) 6
wastinasaasd (Turquoise) 6
Taulad (Opal) 6
laiyn (Pearl) 4-3
WARBLILLAY (Spinel) 8
TNy (Pyrope) 7Y
Tninu (Hessonite) e
Tniu (Demantoid) 7%
Ty (Aimadine) 7%
vlw*mqﬁ (Cat's eye) V4
uamide (Tiger's eye) 7
1191 (Moon stone) 6
wiagdue (Sun stone) 6
WaRuA1 (Jet) 4-3 %
Audennia %42
Rudeu 3
IV 2%
gy 1-2 %
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v 14
WMINGAWTE (Specific gravity) AmiLiwsswaauazusiuswe Jassialui

usuwaunny 5.30
wanlnley 5.00
e 4.20-4.69
Tniu 4.05
iy 4.03
HadiTan 4.03
TNy (Demantiod) 3.89
Tniu (Pyrope) 3.78

1WN4N3A (Alexandrite) 3.73

Tnu (Hessonite) 3.61
NADLILAY (Spinel) 3.60
YLIIAN 5.0
W9 3.52
waaeainam (Peridot) 3.40
yven (Jadeite) 3.34
waaeazluniiu 3.19
wanuaTuAY 3.10
uein (Nephrite) 2.95
wansinaipatd 2.82
fiuay 2.75
NTNA 2.69-2.80
Iwgatl (Cat's eye) 2.65
wfamnde 2.65

{51 (Moon stone) 257
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wing3es (Sun stone) 2.57
Tavad 2.15
NRDEAN 1.35
BINU 1.08

azviulidunamassussiuniuiazeiiafaouoedimizsineg  fu lunsiiaedadn
sufluwassvizatiuuitiinle wniwindadimizg fazialisvaamaaedousiuls
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o =l 3 -l A
RMNINTREUTN IMAULIALNAD

WG9 2.41
TNy (Demantiod) 1.88
TN (Almandine) 1.80
Tniu (Pyrope) 1.75
Tnuwu (Hessonite) 1.74
WABELLAN (Spinel) 1.72
AIWU 1.54
Torlad 1.45
usunglaazig 1.43

NINTEUINIY 2 1AuRe

bWNE 1.92-1.98
Ui 1.76-1.77
fiadd@en (Sapphire) 1.76-1.77
IAa1u@ (Alexandrite) 1.74-1.75
wen (Jadeite) 1.66-1.68
naatlainen 1.65-1.67
wassailgiu 1.66-1.68
WaEiafuAY 1.62-1.65

LIAN 1.61-1.62
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WaeEnasAasd 1.61-1.65
wein (Nephrite) 1.60-1.63
IR 1.55-1.58
WantANag 1.54-1.55
Auuia 1.54-1.55
1W‘Q':‘F;T(Cat's eye) 1.54-1.55
191 (Moon stone) 1.53-1.54
wiagFae (Sun stone) 1.53-1.54
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(Refractometer)
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7 16 14 9IAN
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1% 23 14 wageninden (Sapphire)

1% 26 14 WABEIIANTINTEY (Star sapphire)

WizoW  ayn

U7 35 14 #utlznnia (Coral)
19 39 14 Ineg)atl (Cat's eye)
9 40 14 Wi

ﬂ‘ﬁl 4514 Wrand (Alexandrite)
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U9 52 14 Wufinans (Star ruby)
9 55 14 NINR
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Fuws 1 Aden

R

D

uwaviaun 14 ddviveuan
%

Fuand 1 AwTeduRu
Juianf ¥ FudaeviTeden
gnanzdunnien finamwaesduiuidewindeaztintsaun isesa Ui
wnen M wasslniny (Gamet)
nuniug 14 wasadaing (Amethyst)
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- YnAnT (Moonstone)
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KITE CUT ROUND BRILLIANT CUT HALF MOON CUT
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LOZENGE CUT MARQUISE OR NAVETTE CUT TAPERED BAGUETTE CUT
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FAN-SHAPE CUT
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EPAULETTE CUT

33
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TAPERED PENTAGON CUT

CUT COANFAR TRIANGLE CUT

WHISTLE CUT
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