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The purpose of this study is to examine (1) the effect of
industrial development on changes in socio—economic structure;
(2) the impact of industrial development on consumption behavior
of families; and (3) factors influencing consumption behavior
of femilies. The consumption behavior wes measured by levels of
economic rationality of decision making negarciing choices of

goods and services.

The study compared two different types of commnities :
the industrial commnities of Tambol Hauy Pong and Mep Ta Fhut,
and the non-industrial commnities of Tambol Nern Pra. Qualitative
methods including group interviews and indepth interviews of the
commmities’ leaders were employed to explore the effects of
industrial development on changes in socio—economic structure.
A quantitative method was used to examine the impact of industrial
development on family consumption behavior as well as factors
influencing such behavior. The total of 300 families equal ly
devided between the industrial and non-industrial communities were
randomly selected. Eligible persons for the interviews were those
who had power to decide about choices of goods and services for
family consumption. The analysis of covariance (ANCOVA) was employed
to test the differences between two types of commmnities on
consumption behavior. Multiple regression analysis was employed

to examine factors influencing consumption behavior.



The major findings of this study are : (1) the industrial
development has significant effects on socio—economic structure
including physical and social infra-structures as well as social
stratification. The composition of the commmities has also changed
from homogeneous to heterogeneous one. With regards to social
relations, the industrial commmities have changed from primary to
secondary relations. Types of communication have changed from
relying on radio only to multiple media. (2) Changes in socio-
economic structure sppear to have significant impacts on family
consumption behavior. When controlled for individual factors,
consumption behavior of families in the industrial commnities
is more likely to be based on economic rationality than that
found in the non-industrial ones. (3) Six factors including
commmnity characteristics, social class, reference group, peer
group, cchesion of family members, and quantity of information
were significant correlated with consumption behavior. With
regards to the direction of the relationships, three factors
including quantity of information, cohesion of family members,
and social class have positive impacts while the other two
factors including reference group and peer group have negative
impacts on consumption behavior. The impact of factors positive
related to consumption behavior is stronger in the industrial
commmities than that in the non-industrial communites.
Coriversely, the negative predictors were weaker in non-

industrial commmities than those found in the industrial ones.



Finally, it is also found that of all six indicators
employed to measure social class including education, occupation,
income, quality of the house, number of consumer goods and housing
location, education is the best predictor of family consumption

behavior.
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