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A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF CRITICAL READING ABILITY
OF INHABITANTS IN THE 7ILLAGES WITH AND WITHOUT
NEWSPAPER READING CENTERS IN AMPHOE KHUANKHANUN

PHATTHALUNG  _ Gos ¥ R,"abfﬂf}é@m Gebobe. L3¢

‘The mein purpose of this study wes to compare the critical
readiﬁg abildity of two groupé of inhabifants, one living in the
villages where there were newspaper reading centers and the other‘
living in the villages where- there wére None,

Anothgr puUrpose was ﬁo study the iﬁhabitantsfusage of the
newspaper readihg centers, The sources of information and ideas
of the inhabitants about newspaper was also investigated.

' The instruments utilized in data colledting were the
questionnaire and a test. - The former was used for the investigatiqn _
.of the inhabitaﬁts ugsage of the newspéper reading centers inciuding
a queationing of their sources of information andiideas about the
news; the latter for the siudy of critical reading ebility. The
reliability of the test was 0.714%, and its_validitylwas found

through Face Validity.

i

The sample was 120 inhabitants in Amphoe KhuanKhanun,
Phatthalung Province. OSixty of them were from the villages with
newspaper reading centers; others from rillages withcout centers.

Phe sampling was a stratified random one,



The results were as follow 3

1. Their usage of the newspaper reading centers

Most of them read the ncwspaper in the centers everyday, each
read.at a diffefent'timeo They ﬁere satisfied with the facilities.
Phairat was the most popular. newspaper and the more general persoral
feature stories received the greatest interést over articéls, for
example, dp polit.cs, economics and education, Howeyer; those
newspapers were not delivered until théy were one tc three dayé late.
And as soon as they arrived the readers réad them.

| 2. Their sources of iﬁformation and openions about the
;newspa%er :

Both groups spent their spare time reading hewspapefs in the
centers or, if there were none, in the vil%age shops and gchdol
libraxries. T%e inhabitants felt that they receifed more, and more'
detailed information from_the newspapers than from other sources.,
Moreover, they agroed that reading various kinds oﬁ newspapers
inereased their knowledge and made them more reasonable in their
judgement., The inhabitants indicated that they believed that.the
information in the pewspapers to be moderately reliable. :

3, The critical reading ability of the two groups was not

significantly different.
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