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ABSTRACT

Gender socialization and shortecomings of family planning services are major reasons for

unwanted pregnancics in Thai society. In-depth interviews With 20 women Who have had unwanted

pregnancics revealed many compelling reasons encompassing women’'s decisions to terminate their

pregnancies. However, the decision to carry the pregnancy toits full term or to have an abortion present a

painful difemma for women. Generally, women had only a few persons to turn to. Those who decided to

. terminate their prenancies tended to have limited inf, ormation on abortion clinics, cost of services, and quality

of providers and services. They werelikely to endure an abortion without prior and full information on
~ procedure including possible risks or side cffects. Restrictive abortion laws in Thailand have, until now, made

safe abortion unavailable and in accessible to women, To prevent unwanted pregnacies, the provision of
, . . A - . . ] -
family planning services must be comprcllc/r;swc. This includes sex cducation, especially for adolescents, and

high quality services which offer aceursite and com plete information about contraceptive methods available

in the country. In addition, rcprotluctmuh nctworks among government and non-government clinics

should be widcly established to provide information on safe abortion services for women who have decided

to have an abortion.
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