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Nobuya Noguchi. (2000). The Comparative Study in Social Reform of the Lower Class
Between Siam in the Reign of Rama V (1868-1810) and Meijji Period of Japan (1868-
1912). Master thesis, M.A. (Thai History). Bangkok : Graduate School,
Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee: Assoc. Prof. Wutdichai Moolsilpa.

Assoc. Prof. Narong Puangpis.

The objective of the thesis is to study the social reform of the lower class between
Siam and Japan. it was compared in all aspects i.e. the policy, planning and developmént
processes of the two countries including background and social status of the people at that
time. The methodology used is historical research. The documents in this thesis are both

published and unpublished. The research is as follows :

According to historical documents, There had been a social class in Siam since
Sukhothai eré..Later the lower class was transformed into slaves. Slavery had been
recognized since the Kingdom of Ayutthaya where slavery diversified such as slaves to
money, slave's offsprings and slaves of war etc. At the Ratanakosin or Bangkok period, King
Chulalongkorn (Rama V) ascended to the throne with progressive activities of reforming the
country administration. Since he did not wish to be looked down upcn by Westerners as
barbarian, One of the first deeds was abolishing slavery, His policy was planned
circumspectly, considering advantages and disadvantages to both slaves and owners. It took

the country over 30 years to abolish the slaves.

The lover class in Japan was originated from beggars, devils and leprosy patients,
The majority of them was cleaners, corpse and dead animal keepers. Some made leather
and some became slaves to official authorities. They had been confined to do the work and
also to live in certain areas. According to the Japanese during that period, the lower class
was regarded as ‘beast’ not ‘human being’. Before the end of Edo era, which was about the
later period of King Rama IV, Japan had opened the country 1o the Westerners. Also at that
time the Samurais in many cities revolted against Shogun and set the new government name
Meiji. The new Government needed a lot of money to eradicate people who supported the
old Government and reform the administration in concurrent to the situation, parly for the
sake of Westerners. The large amount of money came from adjusting land taxation, folliowed
by setting iand selling price and permitting the lower class to sell and purchase the land. At
the same time, the lower class was required to pay the land tax. In the past, These people

lived in the wilderness and had never paid any tax. The policy of selling land and taxation



introduced was o transform the lower class to citizen. Moseover, they were allowed 1o do
their own farming and other jobs. Unfortunately, the policy was not well planned and rather in
a hurry as the result a great conflict among the new citizen and former groups had seriously
arisen, The incident was widespread and became bloodshed. Meanwhile, the Government
did not take any action and responsibility. The abolishment had proved to be a failure and

turned out to be a significant country’s problem later.

In conclusion the abolishment of the lower class in Siam and Japan was completely
different. Even though both countries' policies were originated from the influence of the
Westerners, the method, administration process and solution were far in similarity. Therefore,

the consequence was not in common.
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