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Thapakorn Kaewprachamit. (2016). Traditional Music of the Ethnic Thai Soe,
Potipaisarn District, Sakon Nakorn. Master thesis, M.F.A. (Ethnomusicology).
Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakarinwirot University. Advisor Committee:

Dr.Veera Phansuer.

The aim of this research was to apply an ethnomusicological methodology to study
the music as well as state and role the ethnic ‘Thai Soe’, who live in Potipaisarn district of
Sukumarn in Sakon Nakorn.The data was collected through the use of surveys, interviews,
and field inquies from March 2015 to April 2016.

The resulst of the study revealed that, at present, the ethnic group ‘Thai Soe; from
the Potipaisarn District in Sakon Nakorn, have a simple way of life. The community members
help each other in the community as well as preserving their customs and traditions. In
addition, music has become part of such traditions including the Yao ceremony, Liang Pee
ceremony (offering food to the spirits), and Sang Ka Mood (related to funerals). Some of the
ceremonies held in Thai Soe community have become were extinct, or have been adjusted
according to new cultural-influences. However, these ceremonies all involve music have
been present, as a way community unity and pride.

There are several musical instruments were used in the traditional music of Thai Soe
community. ‘Kaen’ (a kind of reed mouth organ in northeastern Thailand), is a primary
instrument, which is used to produce music for the Yao ceremony (healing of patient), for a
certain period of time. Later on, ‘Pin’ (a type of lute) and a drum were introduced For
reasons of entertranent Most musicians were villagers whose knowledge of music was
passed down from their ancestors. During traditional ceremonies, they are responsible for
the musical performances.

The music of the ethnic group Thai Soe comprised of the Siang Long Sanam
song,the Lam Plern song, the Joong Wua Khuen Phu song, and the Phee Moon song. This
demonstrated the physical properties of the musical structures, which is the most unique
aspect of Thai Soe music. The music was composed of five main sounds, and the same
musical ficta was used throughout the song, from to end the start to the end. The song was

usually played repeatedly until getting to beginning of the song, or only repeated the verses.



When the song came to the end the rhythm will was be slower as to show the music was
fading away, or coming to an end. Therefore,the traditional music of the ethnic Thai Soe of
the Potipaisarn district in Kusuman, Sakon Nakorn, has been apart of inherited within the
community for a long period of time. It is alsoa the symbol of the strength of the culture and

the pride of the Thai Soe ethnic group of Thai Soe.
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