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The purpose of this thesis in tol§tudy the folk~culture in
central Thailand by analyziné 70 short stories which appeared in
10 different magazines and periodicals during 3.E. 2525 - B.E. 2528,
There are two main points for this study: the appearance of the
folk-culture and its roles in the short stories. The majof approaches
to the problem are décumentarye And the Findings are presented by
means of analyfic narration.

'Thevstudy has revealed that there are four kinds of the folk-
culture in central Thailand appeared'in the égg;;w;tories: proverbs,
beliefs, custom, and art. The proverbs are mostly found in the
dialogues of the protagonists in the short stories; their function
iB to make the things talked about compact and clearg The Beliefs
are found in the movement of the plot, the customs ;ake their shares
in the seftings and scenes, while art helps to create the lively
atmosﬁhere in the short stories.

AS'regards the roles of the folk—culture,Afour factors of the
short stories are concerned: themes, plots, protag;ﬁiéfé;‘and'settingss
The study has showed that the conflict of ecultures is conspicuous in
the short stéries because the\notions' change for the better cultures
is inevitabley some takés advantage of the cultures selfishly, and
the foolish abuse of the cultures'&ill bring more harm than good.
The\study has also revealed some notions of the authors which suggest
that some good cultures should be preserved because they guide man
to a happy life,. |

The findings reflect the way of life and behaviewr of man in the

folk - mociety at that time, It implies that the authors brooded upon
culture for the background of their moving short storiss.
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