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ABSTRACT

Agar , extracted from red seaweeds, are comprised of

neutral ‘"agarose” and ionic "agaropectin”. The mnonionic,

gelling character of agarose offers advantages for many uses in

hiotechnology. Most processes for isolating agarose from "agar

are based on differences in solubility and/or chemical
reactivity  associated with the anionic character of the
agaropectin. The present report compared four different agarose

separation procedures from Gracilaria spp. of Sengkhla province.

Among the methods using polyethylene glyeol, chitin/chitosan,

isopropanol and benzothonium chloride, the latter gave the best
quality of agdrose as judded by the highest del strength
(1070 g/csz, the iowest sulfate content (0.14%) and, rather low

electroendosmosis value (0.21).
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