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This study was about educational services for prisoners, taking the
Samuthsakorn Provincial Jail as a study case. The services were classified into 3
categories . General Education, Vocational Training and Buddhist Education.

The total number of the prisoners on June, 1,1998 was 1,557, while 1.243 were
male and 314 were female prisoners. 379 or 24.34 % of them joined the educational
programs | 174 in general education, 110 in vocational training and 95 in Buddhist
education.

The results of the study were -

1. General Education. The Samuthsakorn Provincial Jail established its Adult
Education School in B.E. 2518, providing 3 levels according to the Nonformal
Education Department curriculum : primary. lower - secondary and upper - secondary
education. In the 5 year period of B.E. 2537 - 2541, for primary education level, there
were 611 enroliments(121 a year) and 216 graduates(43 a year). For lower - secondary
education level, the enroliment number was 604 (137 a year) and 121 graduates
(27 a year). In upper - secendary education level, stated in B.E. 2539, there were 106
enroliments and only 12 graduates. The prisoners had also been allowed to take the
degree program of the Sukhothai Dhammathirat Open University, and there were 3
persons had joined the program.

2. Vocational Training . In co-operation with the Department of Nonformal
Education and Institute for Skill Development, various vocational training had been
organized for the prisoners. Since B.E. 2538, 16 vocational programé had been
provideu with 603 enrollments. In B.E. 2541, 4 programs were organized . home
electricity. building. beauty - maker and electrical apparatus fixing. and the total
‘enrollments were 1086.

3. Buddhist Program. There were 3 levels of study : beginner, intermediate
and advanced courses. Inthe period of B.E. 2537 - 2541, there were 330 students
and the graduation numberwas 211 : 164 in the beginner course ., 40 in the

intermediate course and 7 in the advanced course.



4. Prisoner's Opinion. 190 prisoners who participatcd the educational
programs were interviewed.

4.1 General Education. Reasons for joining the program were: no
chance to learn before, to gain knowledge and to fill up spare time. Opinions on
guality of the program : 62.07 % ranked in fair level, while 29-.89 % in good level.
Problems were about learning aids, curriculum and subject contents.

4.2 Vocationa! Training. Reasons for joining the program were : to gain
knowledge and to fill up spare time. Quality of the program: 74 55 % ranked in fair
level, while 21.81 % voted that should be improved. Problems were about learning
tools and practicing.

4.3 Buddhist Education. Reasons for joining the program were :
seeking spiritual calm, to fill up leisure time and to gain knowledge. Quality of the
program : 64.58 % voted in good level while 35.42 % in moderate level. Problems
were about the learners themselves and some from teachers.

5. Staff 's Opinions. 7 staff members were interviewed.

5.1 General Educaticn. Learning contents should be up - to - date and
could be applied to everyday life after finish the services, learning space should be
fixed and library should be provided.

5.2 Vocational Training. Vocationa! skills should be along with the
present needs of the market, should be more variety and should have appropriated
tools.

5.3 Buddhist Education. Be more emphasized on practical aspect, and
the application to everyday life.

5.4 Probiems of the Provisions. Short of financial support, no learning
space, lack of real support, no good co-ordination and co-operation with other

organizations.
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