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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate the manpower needs of
the government sectors in the development of special education. The findings
would hopefully be valuable for the planning and development of special
education teachers and related professionals. Three instruments were employed
in the data collection, namely, the Special Education Teacher Training Survey
used in collecting the data from teacher training institutions, the Structured
Interview Form used in collecting the data on the needs for special education
teachers as well as professionals in related fields, a Survey on Related
Professionals uses in collecting the data on training of paraprofessionals and
professionals needs in special education. In the data collection, the researchers
interviewed in dept the key persons in various government departments. The

findings were as follows:

1. Teacher training in the field of special education in advanced degree
level was made available at only one institution, that was, at Srinakarinwirot
University, with approximately 20 graduates annually.

2. Teacher training in The field of special education at the
undergraduate level was made available at 6 Rajabhat Institutes with
approximately 119 graduates annually.

3. Teacher ftraining programs were available in the areas of mental
retardation, hearing impairment, giftedness, general special education (emphasis
on mainstreaming), but were not available in visual impairment, autism, physical
impairment, attention deficit, learning disabilities, behavior disorder, and muitiple
handicap (deaf — blind).

4. Training of professionals related to special education was also
insufficient, particularly in the field of psychiatry, occupational therapy, physical
therapy, speech therapy, audiololgy, and was not available in the areas of
music therapy, behavioral therapy, sign language interpretation etc.

5. The number of special needs children enrolling in the school ‘system

has been increasing rapidly, particularly in the last few years.



6. The needs for special education teachers in the near future would
be 10 times the training capability.

7. The teacher training capability of the institutions of higher learning
would continue to be at the same rate as the present days.

8. The needs for special education teachers and related professionals
increased significantly. Should the training continue at the present rate, it would
take 10 years to meet the needs.

9. Unless the training met the demands, retraining of inservice teachers
to work with special needs children become a priority.

10. The policy of the government in down — sizing the number of civil
servants obstructed the efforts of expanding special education services. Other

measures in recruitment should be implemented.
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