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A beautiful lfe
From a beautiful mind
Not because it s full of surprises
But lfe is hee to give
And give it all
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We love you so much, Dr. Maria. You’ll be in our

minds always!
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I particularly remember her leading role in the
production of a video on the work of the Asia Oceania
Section. We used the video widely to promote our Section
and IFLA at numerous conferences and meetings. The
production involved collecting data and multimedia from
many countries and also working with production
specialists. Dr. Maria made it happen and | will never

foreet this significant contribution she made to our Section.
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Dr.Maria LaoSunthara and the
International Librarians and
Information Specialists Group (ILIS)

Under the Thai Library Association
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“Once a librarian, you are always a librarian.” W
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The Philippines-Thailand Libraries
Friendship Project (PTLFP)
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The Philippines-Thailand Libraries Friendship Project
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Dearest Grandmother,

My deepest wish is for us to have had just one more
letter from each other. While you must now be at peace,
everyday | still hope you can somehow hear all of my
thoughts towards you. As gsrandmother and grandson, we
always had the warmest conversations in person, over
the phone, or via postcards and emails. However, you

were much more than just my grandmother.

You were a lifelong teacher to everybody. Your
compassion and altruism have touched the hearts of
many. While you may not have been aware, | have learnt
many important truths and principles from you as | grew
up. It is honestly rare to find someone deeply embracing

and respectful of all cultures and backgrounds.

You reminded me to “Wai” everyone, including your
foreign friends as you endeared the true spirit of Thai

culture. At the same time, you were proud of your
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Filipina heritage and always had continuous love for all
of our relatives abroad. Despite living under a harsh
occupation of your hometown during the war, all that
you spoke of was the sorrow, mercy, and kindness of the
Japanese captain in your village. You have always been
able to see the good within evil and recognize the best
of each and every one of us. More importantly, you have
given your utmost respect and appreciation wherever you

have gone throughout your life.

Your care and passion surpassed family, friends, or
acquaintances and extended towards animals and nature.

| have just only realized that you were

in fact the first true environmentalist in my life, always
stressing the ever- growing importance of minimizing waste
and preserving trees and plants. We have fond memories
of those countless hours you spent gardening, sorting
plastic from cardboard/paper for re-use or recycling, as
well as removing fleas from our dogs (you were like a

personal masseuse to them).

You taught me to be compassionate and empathetic to
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our four-legged friends as you comforted and consoled
each of them in their last moments. Never once did you
value them just for our own enjoyment, but as
companions and fellow living creatures. | truly consider

this to be a great lesson in humility and humanity.

| was fortunate enough to have grown up in the care of
two independent and insightful women, reminding me of
the important roles that women have beyond traditional
expectations and reiterated the respect they deserve.
Although you must have had some hopes for me, you
were never demanding. Whenever | lost motivation in
anything, you always simply told me “try, try again and
I’m sure you will make it”. You were a role model in
inspiring my intellectual pursuits, my caretaker of 22 years,

and a great source of joy and comfort for all of us.

You loved me as you loved my Dad while his memories
lived through you for me to cherish. | am proud and most

grateful to have had you as my Grandmother.

Love you forever, Jinpao (Pawarit LaoSunthara)
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Tribute for Auntie Gene
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We will always hold Auntie Gene, our father’s eldest sister,
in our hearts. Auntie must be the most giving human being
we know, and her beautiful spirit touched so many lives,

not the least ours.

Auntie’s advocacy for literacy, for example, enabled her
to reach out to communities with her donations of books
and sponsorships of libraries, particularly in the Philippines.
Such commitment allowed learning to be accessible to

everyone, improving and inspring lives.
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Her generousity of spirit is also unparalleled to family. Her
countless invitations for us to visit Thailand occasioned
many glimpses of her grace and selflessness. She was the
consummate host, taking us all over Bangkok and beyond
to explore and experience Thailand’s best cuisines,
temples, cities, and the warmth of its people, among
others. Realizing at some point that she would buy us
anything we appreciated, and not wanting to appear
ungrateful by refusing, we eventually kept our awe of
items quiet so Auntie would not buy these for us. Still,
there were instances when we ended up bringing home
a big jar of pickles created in the most wonderful shapes
and, not the least, a bistro set that she had paid for to

be transported home by plane.

Auntie’s generosity was also witnessed in her embrace of
each one’s uniqueness and in her celebrations of
relationships, family or otherwise. In Thailand, we were
richer for family, the extended cousins, and friends we
were introduced to and bonded with, and through all
these gatherings, we have never heard Auntie speak ill of
or render judgment on anyone nor said anything in haste
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or anger; her patience with, acceptance of, and delight in
everyone’s individuality or experience particularly inspiring

and ennobling.

Auntie’s many gifts to us go beyond her literal gifts: among
others, a ruby necklace and earring set fo Azalea on our
wedding, a Dr. Seuss book during Isabella’s birth, other
tokens such as scarves, bags, and ties sent across the
oceans to keep connections, wonderful memories of our
visits to Thailand, and for Angelo, as well, a trip to Brunei.
Beyond these, however, Auntie’s best gift to us, and one
we will treasure the most, is her gift of self--her quiet
grace and humility despite her many successes personally
and professionally; her wisdom, integrity, gentleness; her
many kindnesses and passion to lift others up, all inspring
us to be more like her and to ovewhelm others with

generosity as she has done to so many.

We have kept Auntie’s letters, cards, and texts through
the years, the most recent one inviting us to do a side-
visit to Bangkok during our trip to the Philippines in May,
after several other inviations such as during her 90th

brithday. We couldn’t make it then, but promised a trip
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to Thailand soon, which would have been likely this
December or next summer. It pains us that that trip would
be too late, and that we have not had the occasion to
spend time with her one more time, especially since we
would have wanted Isabella to finally meet this aunt we
always talk about, hold in the highest of esteem, and will
always love. When one admires and loves someone as
much as we do Auntie Gene, she is and will always be a
part of us, and we are our better selves because of who
she has been and always will be to us. What rich blessing
and what privilege and joy it was to have Auntie as a
beautiful part of our lives; she will live on in our hearts

forever!

Angelo, Azalea, and Isabella Barrieses
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Remembering Aunty Gene :
There was this old woman who lived

in Thailand. She was an Antiqueno.

< k/QjQG\J <>

Professor Alex Delos Santos

HE1UI8N15aA10Y Datu Lubay Center, Inc
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| first met Aunty Gene in May 2005. A relative was getting
married in Ang Thong province, and | think she was one
of the sponsors. When we got back to Bangkok, we stayed
at Villa Maria in Suan Plu. It was to begin my almost

yearly visits, like a pilgrimage, to Thailand.

In 2006, Aunty Gene came home to Antique and
connected with then Governor Sally Perez. | remember
we had a gathering at Piedra Restaurant for her party;
working as consultant to the Governor, | was assigned to
coordinate with her. She intended to meet the local

librarians, to see how she could help. We organized the
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first Librarian Forum, and that was how the Antique-

Thailand Libraries Friendship Program was born.

What happened after that was a series of annual forums
with librarians in Antique, as well as some projects we
jointly undertook. She brought in the expertise of
academics and practitioners like Dr. Aree Cheunwattana,
Aumporn Khaobang, Aurathai Wareesa-ade, Piamsuk
Thungkawee from Srinakharinwirot University (SWU) to
give lectures to librarians, teachers, and local information
managers in Antique. She facilitated my participation as
speaker at a local wisdom conference at Mahasarakham
University in Mahasarakham province; hosted the visits of
Lin-ay Antique to Bangkok; helped in opening small mu-
nicipal libraries like in Sibalom; arranged a month-long
engagement program of Antiqueno librarians at the
Central Library of SWU (we have sent seven librarians to
this program); sent boxes and boxes of books for the
library-participants of our program, including beautiful
pieces for my toys collection. At one time, we had an
exhibition of Thailand textiles and baskets at the Old
Provincial Capital, so that the local weavers and basket
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makers can take inspiration at Thai designs and

craftsmanship, she said.

Her office at the Central Library in SWU was one of my
favorite places to sit and while away. | stayed there for
hours, forgetting that | wanted to visit many places in
Bangkok. She would ask me to pour over the books and
take what | wanted, or she could order another copy for
me. | was especially interested at her collection of
reading dolls: children, old people, animals... | would
later find these at the Maria Room, a special room for
children’s books in her honor at the Central Library of
SWU.

At her house in On nut road, she would stay up late after
serving us dinner of Thai delicacies, to talk about Antique,
and how we could promote reading and library use to
young people. She would talk about her experiences as
a student at Antique High School before the war. One
time, she led me into her stock room full of baskets,
books, and stuff she perhaps could no longer use, and
asked me to choose what | wanted to be included in the

boxes she would send to Antique. We sold some of the
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stuff to raise money for our projects. Every time | went
home, there was a package for one library or librarian in

Antique.

Aunty Gene was proof that there is really no nationality.
She was both Antiqueno/Filipino and Thai. My
conversations with her made me love Thailand-in fact |
thought Thailand is the country of my soul--but they also
made me love Antique even more. Above all, she taught
us to love reading, love books, love libraries. It was a

passion that taught us how to really serve others.

| am so proud that Aunty Gene is a Bugal kang Antique
(Pride of Antique), and | will always treasure that | once

knew of a great Antiqueno who lived in Thailand.
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On behalf of LaoSunthara Family
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Somchart — Malinee LaoSunthara



On behalf of LaoSunthara Family, Masa Family and Maza
family

We would like to thank everyone for the overwhelming
love and support for our mother, your Loa, your Tita, your
Manang, and Aunty Maria - Gene, she is resting

comfortably with heavenly FATHER.

We ask that you continue to keep her in your thought
and prayer. During this time of sorrow we learn how much

our family and friends really mean to us.

Thank you so much for your kindness and sympathy at a

time when it was deeply appreciated.

Thank you and Heavenly Father be with you all.
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