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Chuanchom Somnuk. (2012). The Operations of Temporary Libraries : Three Case
Studies. Master thesis, M.A. (Library and Information Science). Bangkok:
Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee: Assoc. Prof.

Somchai Warunyanugrai, Dr. Therdsak Maitaouthong.

The purpose of this research is to study the library operations of temporary prisons
and their problems in management, technical work, and library services. It also aims to
study the prisoners’ needs for information to gain vocational skills and their library use. Data
collection methods are literature reviews and interviews of 30 key informants from three
temporary prisons, which are Khao Noi Temporary Prison in Nan province, Khao Kling
Temporary Prison in Petchburi province, and Khae Noi Temporary Prison in Petchabun
province. These key informants include 6 head prison guards and librarians, 6 prison
personnel, 9 prisoners and 9 users from general public.

The findings are summarized as follows:

1. The operational process of the Temporary Prison Libraries

1.1 In terms of library management, it is found that the libraries are units
under the educational divisions of the provincial prisons. The libraries have the policy to be
the community learning source in sufficiency economy and to provide information for
prisoners, library personnel and the general public. The management plan focuses on the
development of library work procedures. The library buildings are made of clay and wood
and surrounded by natural woodland. The collections of the libraries are concentrated in
agriculture.

1.2 In technical work, the librarians select information resources based on
the needs of prisoners and prison personnel. Books are classified according Dewey
Decimal System. The PLS library program is used for cataloguing. In maintaining information
resources, the items are sent to the provincial prison library for processing.

1.3 The four library services provided are circulation, reference, serials, and
reading services.

2. In identifying problems of library operations, it is found that librarians have

heavy workload and do not have knowledge in technical work. The release of prisoners who



serve as assistant librarians has caused discontinuation of workflow. Other problems faced
by the libraries include limited budget, deteriorating library buildings, and lack of book
repair supplies.

3. The prisoners mainly need information on agriculture and other vocational
skills.

4. The finding also shows the following purposes of library use: to seek
knowledge, especially in agriculture, to entertain themselves through reading, and to learn
new things of their own interests. Users are satisfied with the information provided by the
libraries. However, they want the libraries to improve services such as to provide a greater
variety of the information resources, to provide a reading area for monks, and to give
additional reading space in the pavilions outside the libraries. They also want the libraries to
provide drinking water and a bulletin board publicizing information services, to produce

videos about prison activities, and to improve the conditions of the library buildings.
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