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Waraporn Jarumetheechon. (2012). The Parents’ Role in Supporting Reading Habits of
the Secondary School Students in Khon Kaen Secondary Educational Service
Area Office 25. Master’s thesis, M.A. (Library and Information Science). Bangkok:
Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisory Committee: Asst. Prof. Dr.

Aree Cheunwattana, Assoc. Prof. Pawa Panmekha.

The purposes of this research were 1) to study the parents’ role in supporting
students’ reading habits; 2) to study the reading habits of the students; and 3) to compare
the parents’ role in supporting students’ reading habits according to students’ gender,
parents’ education level, and parents’ income; 4) to compare the students’ reading habits
according to students’ gender, parents’ education level, and parents’ income; and 5) to
determine the correlation between the parents’ role in supporting students’ reading habits
and the students’ reading habits.

The two sample groups included 1) a group of 396 students who was drawn from
the population of secondary school students in Khon Kaen Secondary Educational Service
Area Office 25, using multi-stage random sampling; and 2) a group of 396 parents of the
student sample group. The instruments used in this study were 1) a set of questionnaire for
collecting data about the parents’ role in supporting reading habits; and 2) a set of
questionnaire and a test for collecting data about the students’ reading habits. Statistics
used in analyzing data included percentage, mean, standard deviation, t-test, F-test and
Pearson’s correlation coefficient.

The findings were reported as follows:

1. The parents’ role in supporting students’ reading habits was as a whole at a
high level. When considering each role aspect separately, it was found that parents’
reinforcement, provision of reading environment, and transmission of knowledge were at a
high level while parents as a reading role model was at a moderate level.

2. In comparing the parents’ role in supporting students’ reading habits, it was
found that as a whole there was statistical significant difference at the .05 level on parents’
education level and parents’ income. When considering differences between pairs of
parents’ education level, the results indicated that the parents who completed a bachelor’s
degree or higher played a greater role in supporting students’ reading habits than their
counterparts with less education; and the parents who obtained a diploma or equivalent

played a greater role than their counterparts who completed secondary or lower education



levels. In terms of income, the parents who earned higher than 14,001 baht per month
played a greater role than those who earned lower salaries. On the other hand, no
difference was found in terms of students’ gender.

3. The study showed that students’ reading habits were as a whole at a moderate
level.

4. In comparing the students’ reading habits, the results revealed statistical
significant difference at the .05 level on parents’ education level and parents’ income.
When considering between pairs of education level, the reading habits of the students,
whose parents completed a bachelor's degree or higher, were at a higher level than those
whose parents had less education. Similarly, the reading habits of the students, whose
parents obtained a diploma or equivalent, were at a higher level than those whose parents
completed secondary or lower education level. Regarding the income, the reading habits of
the students, whose parents earned higher than 14,001 baht per month, were at a higher
level than those whose parents earned lower salaries. No difference was found in terms of
students’ gender.

5. There was a positive correlation between the parents’ role in supporting reading
habits and the students’ reading habits. The correlation was at a moderate level and

significantly different at the .05 level.
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