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Advisor Committee: Asst. Prof. Aree Cheunwattana, Aurathai Wareesa-ard.

The purpose of this qualitative research is to study the factors contributing to the
development of reading habit of the primary students in Bangkok Patana School. Interviews
were the main method used to collect data from 36 key informants which included twelve
4th-6th graders who have good reading habit, six homeroom teachers, six reading teachers,
and twelve parents of the twelve students selected. Inductive analysis was used in
analyzing interview data.

The study results revealed that three factors contributing to the development of the
students’ reading habit were factors relating to the students who have good reading habit,
family factors, and school factors.

1. The study found that the students who have good reading habit share the
following common characteristics. They are intelligent and well-rounded. They start reading
at a very young age and read regularly with enjoyment. They usually choose books by
themselves according to their own interests. They appreciate the value of reading. They
like the library and use the library on a regular basis. They make time for reading and can
advise or recommend others to read.

2. It is evident that the family plays an influential role in developing reading habit
among children. These factors include 1) Parents are aware of the importance of reading;
2) Parents have positive attitude towards reading; 3) Family members play a role in
promoting reading habit; 4) Parents play a role in supervising children in book selection and
recommending good books to read; 5) Parents help children make time for reading; 6)
Parents have positive attitude towards the impact of technology on reading; 7) Parents are
good role model for reading; and 8) Parents create a home environment that is conducive
to reading.

3. Factors contributing to developing reading habit in school include: 1) A Literacy
Curriculum which instills and develop reading skill; 2) Teachers play a role in promoting
reading; 3) The school has a good quality library; 4) There is a cooperation between
parents and professional librarians to promote reading; 5) There is a cooperation between
teachers and parents to promote reading; 6) The teachers’ role and attitude towards

technology are positive; and 7) A reading culture is developed in school.
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“A student who enjoys reading without being made to read.” [T1]
“A student who is bright, intelligent, all round students.” [T3]

“A good reader is a student who is enthusiastic about reading and who can read

aloud and comprehend at or above grade level.” [T4]
“Students who read widely and have a passion for reading.” [T5]
“A good communicator and enthusiastic independent reader.” [T7]

“Students who were keen and skilled reader and usually used the library

frequently.” [T9]
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“l like fantasy or magic or kind of history fiction, and cooking books and | also like
a series such as Alex Rider Series [by Anthony Horowitz] which | can’t put it

down. It makes me want to read it again and again.” [S3]

“l read both fiction and nonfiction novels, and can vary genres. Or sometimes |

read encyclopaedia or even read newspaper.” [S5]

“l read Harry Potter by [J.K. Rowling] The Diary of Wimpy Kids [by Jeff Kinney] and

some non-fiction books like origami and comics.” [S4]

“The genres | most enjoy are adventure, fantasy and investigative mystery also

nonfiction.” [S9]



49

“l read adventure and mystery and some nonfiction books like horrible stories.”

[S7]
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“She likes most the fantasy and dragons. But she does love anything, also

newspapers or comics. She loves a book of 200-300 pages.” [P2]
“She loves adventure and non-fiction books.” [P4]

“She enjoys a very wide range of books. In the beginning she actually preferred
non-fiction books on the natural world--dinosaurs, marine life, books of
interesting facts, Almanacs etc. and then has only recently begun to develop a
real interest in fiction. Independently she reads comics and books of myths,
fables and fairytales, plus books that she’s picked up from the library. We've
read all the Roald Dahl books together, we just started the Harry Potter books,
when she was younger we read all the Dr Seuss, and Julia Donaldson books.”

[P6]

“She enjoys fiction books with a variety of themes such as real life, adventures,

girl type fantasy.” [P12]
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“He enjoys the fantasy and mystery genre and usually sticks to those types of
books. | am trying to have him read a more varied genre with encouragement

from his teachers.” [P1]
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“She takes out 3-4 books and within one week she finished them.

She reads a lot.” [P2]
“She can read non-stop if not reminded.” [P3]
“She probably reads about 3 to 6 books a week at home.” [P4]

“She reads all the time. In the morning she’s having breakfast she has a book
in her hand to read while eating, when she gets home she reads. After work
she reads so she reads like 2-3 hours per day. And on the bus to school and
on the way home she reads she has 2-3 books in her bags. Sometimes |

have to tell her to stop reading.” [P9]

“Normally he reads every day. He can take a book and read at any time, no
matter in the car or on toilet. He keeps reading at least half an hour every
school day. But on holidays, he will read more than one or two hours. If that

is his favorite book, he will read until he finishes the book.” [P8]

“She usually reads for pleasure everyday.” [P12]
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“I chose for myself but sometimes my friends help me find another book.” [S1]

“Sometimes my parents choose for me, sometimes | do by myself.” [S2]

“My mum recommended books for me such as Harry potter Series [by J.K.

Rowling] which | usually enjoy.” [S3]

“l chose it by myself but sometimes my teacher chooses it for me because she

wants me to read widely.” [S4]
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“l read the blurb or may choose from authors whom | like.” [S1]

“l use computer very often when | want or browse for books. | read blurb first and

if | like it then | choose.” [S3]

“I just wonder around and browse from shelf then | borrow the titles from the

library.” [S4]

“At school or outside, | may hear people talking about books they like and try
them out, but mostly | keep up to date because my parents take me to

Kinokuniya [bookstore] every weekend.” [S5]
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“l like library and | choose many books from library. | have a lot of books at
home too. | have comics, magazines, adventure books, Cats books and many

other books. Sometimes my parents buy books for me as presents. [S1]

“Sometimes | borrow from the school library. Anyway | have so many books at
home. My mum bought them for me or sometimes | get them as presents for

my birthday or my friend gives it for me. [S3]
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“My mother encourages me to borrow books from the school library because if
| buy too many books, | will not have enough room in my house to put them.”
[S4]

“Me and my mum bought books from Kinokuniya [Bookstore] She usually buys
when | finished a book, when | finished reading | put it back on the shelf, then

we go to bookshops or sometimes she gives me her books to read.” [S3]
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“I think when | was 7 years old. My mum used to read for me. Everyone in my
family, my brothers, father, mother, reads especially my grandma she has a
lots of books.” [S3]

‘I think when | was young it was my mum who read for me.” [S5]

“Ever since | can remember, | have loved reading. My mother started reading

and singing to me when | wasn't even born yet!” [S4]

“I think when | was about 4 or 5 years old, my mum read to me and |

remember | read baby books with my little sister and played word cards.” [S8]
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“I don’t like watching TV. | think there is no program which | like. | love

reading.” [S3]
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“l don’t watch much TV. | prefer reading book.” [S5]

“l have my own iPad so sometimes | read on them but | prefer print books.”

[S8]
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“She does her homework as soon as she’s back home so she can be free to do
other activities she chooses. Usually she reads or plays with her sister and
friends, uses the computer or joins family activities mostly on weekends.
Reading takes most of her time by her choice. We do not watch TV at home.

| don't like TV and | believe the girls are just used to not to watch TV, so they
don't even think about it. During weekends they can watch a movie or DVD, but

usually they don't watch more than one movie, if they watch it at all.” [P5]

“When she gets home, first thing she does is reading for half an hour just for
pleasure. She does not watch TV during the week. No computer. | don’t allow

it. | give her time to read then she can make her homework done.” [P2]

“During the weekdays she is not allowed to watch TV or play video games that
are not school related. She is usually involved in an ECA [Extra Curricular
Activity] after school, so gets home around 4.00 p.m. She starts her homework
around 4.15/4.30 and finishes it by around 5.00/5.30 depending on how much
work she has to do. After this she can do as she wants until dinner time, which
is usually at 7.00pm. It is during this time when she either reads or plays. She
is supposed to do 20 minutes of independent reading everyday for homework,

so this is usually when she does this. After dinner she has bedtime and | read
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to her for around 20 minutes, or sometimes we take turns reading to each

other.” [P6]
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“l used to read about 20 books per day for picture books. For fiction | think |
read about 20 books per month because | borrow 3 books from library every

week.” [S5]

“In a month | read about 30 books or more. | keep reading everyday.
Everyday before | go to bed my mum or dad read a book for me but when

they go out | read by myself.” [S4]

“For a thick book, | read about 3 books or maybe | think 7-8 books. If | have

more homework | read less. So it depends” [S8]
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“Reading makes good in writing and | learn more words” [S1]

“Reading is very good for writing. We can use more vocabularies in my

writing.” [S2]

“Reading is very good for me. | learn many vocabularies to write in my

writing style. | learn different styles of authors.” [S5]

“My inspiration comes with the dream to become like the famous authors,
and everyone says to achieve well in writing, you must read. Now | enjoy

both thoroughly. | am in the middle of writing my own novel.” [S6]
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“For techniques, maybe | think, just choose any book and let see how you like
it. Like try Harry Potter, read at the blurb or just read one page and if good
you choose it.” [S2]

“I'll tell them about the books that | like. Maybe ask them to start with easy

books like funny books, or jokes.” [S3]

“For example, my brother, he doesn’t love reading, he prefers watching TV.
But when | know some TV [programs] that come from books then | tell him to

read and now he really enjoys [reading].” [S5]

‘| advise my friend to read Roald Dahl's books, like Matilda. He is my favorite
author. | have advised her to lie on her bed with toys and relax in comfortable
place, and start sit down read a book. | think lying on your own bed is
relaxing and comfortable. And make sure you read appropriate books, if not

appropriate with your age you may get bored.” [S4]
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“Music lessons for me only last about an hour, and do not disrupt any of my

quiet reading time, because | have a plan of what to do, and | usually follow
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the same plan every day. My sports lessons only take place in the holidays,

so | have plenty of spare time.” [S5]

“I think children all need help in time management. Parents should set rules,
discipline and good example for children to follow. When children are old
enough or desired habits have formed, parents can step aside to monitor, but

not necessarily help managing time with them.” [P2]

“That is no problem for him to manage his time. Normally he is not allowed to
watch TV and play computer on weekdays. So he has enough time to do
homework and reading. He knows he needs to finish homework first. He is
very busy after school sports. He will spend at least an hour in sports every
day. But he still has time to read. | think time is not a problem for the kids in
reading. The most important thing is they need to enjoy reading. If they want

to do, they will find time themselves.” [P6]

“We definitely need to help him manage his time to get everything done.

He can't do it independently.” [P5]
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“Reading habit should be guided and built up early in life as it is keen to stay
with children and create impact on their learning and knowledge acquisition for

a long time.” [P3]

“‘Reading is a great gift. It allows you to access information, to use your
imagination to picture characters, people, places that are only described on
the paper. Reading allows you to be anywhere, to find out anything, to
compare different points of view, to question, to reason, to concentrate, to be

content with yourself. Reading is crucial for our development.” [P5]

“l think reading is very important for children to make them become
successful in education and her future. Reading is very important. It's
wonderful that she can read and very confident, school is very easy for

her because she can read.” [P2]
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“l think it's incredibly important for children to learn to love to read. Highly
developed literacy skills mean that a whole world of imaginative literature is
open to them to explore and enjoy. Perhaps even more importantly, the
ability to read widely and comprehend and compare different texts is a skill

that will assist her in life and in all her further education.” [P6]
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“Reading can enlarge their knowledge and develop their language skill. Children

can learn a lot of things from books themselves even in social skill.” [P8]

“| feel that reading opens so many doors for children to enrich their lives. Not
only does it boost the child's imagination and creativity, it also helps to develop
a child's vocabulary and language skills. They become more resourceful and

knowledgeable.” [P1]
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“We continue to encourage him to read now although we don't have to as he
already enjoys reading. | feel that we all in the family, myself, his father, his
grandmother or his brother-- had an influence on his reading habit but | chose

all the books | felt were suitable for his age when he was younger.” [P1]

“l also believe our family supports her love to read by buying books,
subscribing to magazines, discussing what she is reading, searching for good

books and by giving the example. [P5]

“I have probably been the single most important influence on my child’s
reading in that she sees me read all the time, but the whole family has been
supportive in terms of giving her books as gifts and praising her for her
vocabulary and reading which has in turn encouraged her to work even harder
on her reading. Her father has always been very encouraging of her as well”

[P6]

“We have books all around the house. We go to bookstores and library to

read. We buy books for our children. The children see us read also. Both of
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us | and his father, we spend time reading to him a lot when he was young.

We give him a lot of positive reinforcement and time to read.” [P7]

“In my opinion, family plays a more important role than school in developing
the reading habit of the children. In school, children are exposed with the
reading skills and material under teacher’s guidance, but children need to
practice and reinforce these skills at home. Parents provide assistance and
support in shaping the children’s reading habit. Reading together, being an
audience, re-creating a play based on books, asking questions, praising,
rewarding, and patience are all essential elements in developing a healthy

reading habit.” [P3]
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“She chooses her own books. Sometimes | pick out some nonfiction books to

broaden her knowledge and vocabulary for her to work well at school.” [P2]

“She chooses her own books and | would check the title and flip a few pages
to see if the books are appropriate. Very often, | choose books that | think
should be of good interest and let my children read a few pages. If they like
it, they continue reading, but if not, no big deal, just move on to pick the next
one. Some world famous classic are a must read and fortunately these are

usually the books they like.” [P5]

“Sometimes he chooses by himself, but sometimes | will choose for him. Yes,

the teacher has a recommended book list for us.” [P9]
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“In choosing books we try and share our taste, which works out quite well.
Often she will have her heart set on a book | don’t like or don’t want to read
such as comics or the sort of pink sparkly princess books aimed at her age
group which | find to be badly written and irritating! She is allowed to have
them on the understanding that these are books she reads to herself. It took
me a long time to come around to the idea that it didn’t matter what she was
reading to begin with, just as long as she was reading something! Then we
will agree on something that might be a bit more advanced to be our bedtime
reading book. Quite often she will then become so caught up in that book that
she will not want to wait until the next night and read that book independently,
which is what happened with most of the Roald Dahl books and is what she is
currently doing with the Harry Potter books which we have just begun. | am
not sure if the school librarians recommend anything directly to her, but she

often comes home with library books.” [P6]
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“She usually borrows from the school library or | think she borrows some from
her friends. When | buy her presents, she always wants books, no toys, or |

give her a voucher from Kinokuniya. [Bookstore]” [P2]

“We borrow books from library. Sometimes we buy books from Asia Books,
Kinokuniya. [Bookstore] She goes and selects books. We go to bookshops 2

times per month.” [P5]

“l place a premium on reading because | read so much myself, and therefore
don’t mind buying her books quite often - we usually make a trip to the book
store a couple of times a month. She also borrows books from the Library and

she gets books for presents.” [P10]
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“I think children all need help in time management. Parents should set rules,
discipline and good example for children to follow. When children are old
enough or desired habits have formed, parents can step aside to monitor, but

not necessarily help managing time with them.” [P2]

“| definitely manage time for my child. She has poor organizational skills, and
while she likes to read, she also adores computer games. If left to her own
devices, she would probably spend a far larger proportion of her time playing
computer games. What | find interesting is that when she gets bored and sees
reading a book as a solitary pursuit | can encourage her by getting her to read
with me. We sit together on the couch with our respective books and read,

making it a sort of communal activity.” [P4]

“She can manage herself. She reads all the time. In the morning when having
breakfast she has a book in her hand to read while eating. When she gets
home she reads. After work she reads so she reads like 2-3 hours per day.
And on the bus to school and on the way home she reads. She has 2-3

books in her bags. Sometimes | have to tell her to stop reading.” [P2]
“We definitely need to help him manage his time to get everything done.” [P5]
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“When she gets home, first thing she does is reading for half an hour just
for pleasure. She does not watch TV during the week. No computer. | don’t
allow it. It gives her time to read then she can make her homework done.”

(P2]

“That is no problem for him to manage his time. Normally he is not allowed
to watch TV and play computer on weekdays. So he has enough time to do
homework and reading. He knows he needs to finish homework first. He is
very busy in afterschool sports. He will spend at least 3 hours in sports
every day. But he still has time to read. | think time is not problem for the
kids in reading. The most important thing is they need to enjoy reading. If

they want to do, they will find time themselves.” [P5]

“‘Normally he reads every day. He can take a book and read at any time, no
matter in the car or on toilet. He keeps reading at least half an hour every
school day. But on holidays, he will read more than one or two hours. If that

is his favorite book, he will read until he finishes the book.” [P7]
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“l think technology does affect reading but you can choose to let it affect
reading positively or negatively for instance some computer games involve
quite a great deal of reading and problem solving and can be a great way to
almost ‘trick’ children into reading if they have a negative attitude towards
books. | use Amazon to both read book reviews online and also to order
books that aren’t available in shops here in Thailand. My husband and | also

read newspapers online and I'm hoping to get an iPad so | can have a whole
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library at my disposal without having to lug them around in my bag. In the end

| think technology is just a tool, you can use it how you wish.” [P6]

“We do purchase book online. Scrabble online, on her iPad but educational
things. | can control what she has. She loves movies and fantasy kind of
movies. We read a book then we watch movie because we do talk about it.

The movie doesn’t give much detail like books.” [P2]

“I purchased books, DVD/ CD's then from Amazon. There are also some very
good reading websites for young readers that we used to play around with

which was a lot of fun for him.” [P1]

“Technology certainly influences the reading habits, from disputing available
time to read books, to presenting more material very quickly, to presenting
inappropriate material. We use the internet to order books, read reviews and

to download books through Amazon to our Kindle.” [P5]

“She has a limit of US$50 per month for buying new books on her Kindle
[e-books]. | also buy her new books, but that has a limit, as | control how
many books | buy--different from the Kindle that has my Amazon account in it
with my credit card. She has her Kindle, which she has a limit per month to
buy books, | buy books for her, she borrows from the library, very rarely from

friends and she buys from the book shop as well.” [P8]
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“ My husband and | both enjoy reading and act as role model for our children
but | probably have the most influences as | spend more time with the children

and | am always happy to read to them.” [P12]

“Children need to see you model good reading habit which both of us do.

Reading was always a time when we would all sit down together. His father is
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particularly still reads with the girls to ensure they see Dad as enjoying

reading too.” [P10]

“The role we play is by showing by example, that is we are reading. Also we
buy books for presents as do other relatives for my son. In term of who has
the most influence, it is probably me, but only because | will tend to get books
for him. However, my wife gets Thai books that have amusing stories and he
enjoys those also. | would say both my wife and | have the same amount of

influence overall.” [P8]
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“In my bed room | have a little bean bags which is comfortable.” [S4]
“l think | can read everywhere. But the best place | like is my bedroom.” [S7]

“I love to read in my living room at home. It's very comfortable.” [S10]

“I like to read but prefer on the Sofa in my living room. It's very comfortable.”
[S2]

“We have more than 2000 books at home located in many rooms so children
can always pick up a book whether they are in their playroom, bedroom,

bookroom, living room, parent bedroom.” [P12]
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“For a start Bangkok Patana School taught her the basics of reading, something |
could never have done. She also gets introduced to all sorts of new books and

areas of reading that | could not have provided at home.” [P6]

“l find the guided reading sessions and the literacy program at BPS [Bangkok
Patana School] very important in developing and enriching my child's reading

skills.” [P1]

“I try to promote reading with the parents. It is @ main focus when | speak to
parents about improving literacy skills. | have recommended

books/authors/genres to families to help motivate the child.” [T10]
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“When we have Guided Reading session on Friday. | and my friends pick up

a book and read aloud together in group.” [S5]

“The Guided Reading sessions in class, and many more fun, educational
activities that provide an excellent source for learning at Bangkok school.

Truthfully, | enjoy my Guided Reading sessions with my class teacher
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because her classes propose more challenging tasks than the ones given in

normal lessons.” [S6]

“In class through Guided Reading times. | teach strategies for comprehension
ranging from vocabulary attack skills to author’s intention/purpose. In Y6 we
use the Reading Diary to engage with the children about their private
reading. They share with us their home novels and their thoughts about the
book, plot, characters etc. On an enjoyment level, | have informal chats with
students about books, | read to the class and | regularly engage them in the

library to help support their reading choices or habits.” [T9]
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“I believe that teachers play a vital role in providing a ‘safe’ environment in which
children can read and explore reading. My role is to see each child as an
individual, to understand their needs through listening and observing their
reading, learning styles and learning environment both at home and school.

| then need to provide encouragement and opportunities to read and develop the
skills appropriately. My role is also to help parents to understand their children’s
needs; to understand that reading is not only about reading the words but

comprehending the text as well.” [T1]

“My role includes reading a part of a novel everyday in class and discussing and
predicting, checking that each child borrows 3 books from the library and

checking if books are suitable for reading level and interest.” [T8]

“Skill work is done in class through Guided Reading times. | teach strategies for
comprehension ranging from vocabulary attack skills to author’s
intention/purpose. In Y6 we use the Reading Diary to engage with the children

about their private reading. They share with us their home novels and their
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thoughts about the book, plot, characters etc. On an enjoyment level, | have
informal chats with students about books, | read to class and | regularly engage

them in the library to help support their reading choices/habits.” [T3]
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“In terms of skills, obviously the school needs to teach him to read. They can also
re-enforce the habit of reading by regularly visiting the library and having reading

time in class which | know they do.” [P12]

“The Primary library has a very kid-friendly layout and organization that is very
inviting for the kids. Lunch time reading time is an excellent way to encourage
kids to spend their time reading. Occasional visiting authors to school has given

motivation for kids to read and reinforced the love of books.” [P9]

“The school has a very good library and | am sure it helps children to enjoy
reading. There are a few things that could improve, such as allow parents to

borrow books online and the children to bring them home.” [P3]

“l think the library is excellent—-well stocked and has a large range of other
resources. The library does quite a lot to promote student reading habits from the
way they promote reading, through images, competitions, posters, visiting authors
etc. Also, they help the children find books easily and quicker. The new library is

going to be big and will be a place students will go to in order to work.” [P10]
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“The librarians sometimes make recommendations but mostly offer an efficient
service in returning, finding and taking out books and for me that is a big

advantage.” [P9]
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“I am very impressed by the facilities so far. The staff provided a good
atmosphere in which to read and the variety and quantity of reading materials is
excellent. The materials for teachers are also good. | have taken large quantities
of books out of the library for my topics of WWII and also hill tribes—books to

demonstrate how to present written work in a variety of ways.” [T1]

“We have had a library information session which told us how to best use the
library. | would be keen to use the library staff more to support the topic work we
are doing in class and to further foster and develop a love for learning within

every child.” [T7]

“The children have access to a very wide range of books from lots of different
genres which is brilliant. The library staffs are also very helpful and will
recommend books for children based on their interests and favorite types of text.”

(T2]

“Bangkok Patana School Library has played a significant role by providing advice
and support to student’s in their text choices and in generating and setting up
schemes such as peer recommendations, so children recommend books to their
classmates giving reasons why, so children are able to make an informed

choice.” [T9]
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“The role the Library plays is important. | often take out books for my own
professional development and these books inform my teaching. | think the

children also learn a lot from the books provided.” [T10]

“The library offers texts to support topics. Without the library many children would

not have access to books” [T4]

1 =1 > Q A = a v Y [

3.4 AN VRIAIAVLTTDNINEIT TN 1m°mﬂ’1ﬂwaamg@ﬂgazl,ﬂu
;j(g]LLaLLazﬁ'ﬂﬁﬁmﬁumsmﬂuﬁaaa&mﬁaﬂmmaa I@Uﬂgmdﬂuﬁi’mﬁaﬁ'umsmﬁ%'ﬂﬁlums
LLuzﬁ']L‘%adﬂ'ﬁlﬁ/ﬂiﬂﬂ“ﬁﬁﬁ]’mﬁ/mE\T&J@]aEi’]dflﬂ‘izﬁﬂ%ﬂ’lw MILWSHITILNTRIIRA LA
% = d' % % A 1 % = U A = % a 6 dl' A 2
PN YRR FUNUINGEY NITIUBNITURAURIRIIRD wIa lTaaNNILaaSINaRUAL
JUNIRIIFD iauﬁwaﬁagaLﬁmﬁ'umﬂfﬁaamqmma@ﬁm’%ﬂmﬁaﬁﬂga}zvlﬁma%m

=) 1 = ¥ Q { 1 = > v 13’
WOANTIUNTUVIBNLILT WaNINTH ﬂgmﬁm’maulaﬁazsmﬁaﬂumimsﬂﬁl%mﬂmu
1uﬂﬁiﬁﬁuﬁtg%d’]%ﬁﬁ’]lufuﬁﬂmﬁaﬁ\‘iLﬁ%ﬂiﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂ%?ﬂﬂﬁﬂ%ﬂui AR IR NN DL

aa6ia b

“I have worked with the librarians. | have asked librarian to give the children an
introduction to some of the authors and genres available in the library that they
might like. | found this very helpful in motivating some of my poorer readers

especially.” [T1]

“We have had a library information session which told us how to best use the
library. | would be keen to use the library staff more to support the topic work we
are doing in class and to further foster and develop a love for learning within

every child.” [T6]

“I have at times used the library staff to help students locate books, use the
computers [for searching], etc. | also ask for help getting information about

student’s usage so | can monitor their reading habits” [T9]

“Finding out children about what they are interested in. | then use my own
knowledge, the library staff's help, to choose books that the children should enjoy
and that are at the right academic ability for them. | also speak to my class often
about reading and the different books available. We do this weekly when | hand

back their Reading Diaries and when we visit the library.” [T10]
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“Speaking with the librarians on advice on what to encourage children to read.
| would like to work with the Librarians more and would love to have a list of
what activities they could offer to encourage the children's reading further.”

(T3]

“Time constraints do prevent me from working more closely with librarians but
| know that the head of the Primary Library does keep us informed of

developments that may affect/support us concerning reading.” [T9]

‘| do not take my class to the library and therefore do not work directly with
the librarians. | have devised and compiled a Year Six Recommended

Reading List for the students which are on display in the library.” [T4]

“It would be nice if we could borrow some librarians for guided reading or
sharing stories more. | should think through. | use library time to look through

children reading records.” [T10]
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“I provide parents with examples of how they can support their children with
their reading. The development of inference type question answering is very

important. | encourage every parent to ask their child lots of questions about
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what it is they have read and to ensure that the child has a good

comprehension of what they have read.” [T7]

“I have liaised with parents with regard to reading lists and encouraging them
to read with their children and the children to read regularly at home. | also

invite parents into school to work as part of our guided reading group.” [T4]

“I try to promote reading with the parents. It is a main focus when | speak
parents about improving literacy skills. | have recommended

books/authors/genres to families to help motivate the child.” [T9]

“When | know the parents are supportive | set up ‘Paired reading’ courses to
develop the children reading and enjoyment. | have found this works very well
and have a pupil and his mother doing this at the moment which is working

well” [T1]

“We sometimes get advice from the teacher on books that are suitable for my
son to read. The class teacher has assigned me to read with a group of Year

6 children during their guided reading session once a week.” [P7]

“When she was first learning to read (K2 and Year1) she seemed to be
lagging behind her classmates so | spent some more time talking to her
teachers about what | could do to support her at home and seeking
recommendations for appropriate children’s literature for her age group. | also
try to attend the seminars that the school holds whenever there are visiting

educational specialists and I've found these to be very useful.” [P5]
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“I think being forced to read can hinder the development of student reading
habits. Being forced to read material that the adult thinks the child should be
reading, not the child’s choice For instances, | get a lot of parents asking me
to encourage, or even force, their child to read narratives, thicker / longer
books, etc. This doesn’t work from my experience. | have just had an e-mail
from the parent of a pupil | taught last year. His reading material was limited
in Year 6 but he could read well. | refused to make him change and now she
tells me that he is reading all types of genre and avidly consuming

books! Children will develop at their own pace. A parent this year wanted me
to stop her child reading vampire books. Again | refused and | pointed out
that the child will not read these all her life but at the moment she loves them
and while she is reading | am happy. Other parents asked how they could get
their children to read long books with chapters. Again | explained that this will

develop as the child does.” [T1]

“Students who consistently try to read above their reading level may feel
unnecessary stressed, which will cause them to develop a negative attitude
about reading and therefore hinder the development of good reading habits.
Students who are expected to read a lot on topics that don’t appeal to them
will also hinder their growth; they should be offered things that appeal to them
at their own level. Students who are not expected to read on a regular basis

will not become strong readers, either.” [T4]

“Modern day distractions like computer games, on-line socializing, and high
tech gadgets can cause great impact on student’s reading habit. Other factors
include books that are too hard for the student’s reading level, lack of family
support and encouragement, lack of proper guidance can be other commonly

seen factors that hinder student’s reading development.” [T5]



73

“Factors can include too much Television and computer games and not

receiving encouragement to read at home.” [T3]
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“Technology is another way to try and capture the interest of children in
reading. Interactive resources or games where the children have to read to
progress or win help children to be more interested in reading. We use laptops
within the year group but do not specifically use these as an aid to develop
reading, they support the curriculum. [ think technology is going to become
more and more important however with the further development and use of

devices such as iPad, etc.” [T2]

“Book readers such as kindle are promoting reading by allowing many titles to

be carried around easily.” [T4]

“l occasionally use story books on the computer and the children read News

on the internet as part of the guided reading group.” [T7]

“I believe that new technology such as the Kindle allows reading to keep up
with technology and could be a good way of encouraging children to read

using a new tool.” [T9]

“l use the Internet a lot for the children to research both in class and for

homework. They love using computers so this is a good way to encourage
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reading as long as they are not allowed to print or copy and paste texts as

often these are not read just handed in to me.” [T1]
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“I think the school has a good culture towards reading. All teachers’ model
good reading habits and the library support this with a wide range of books
and resources which the children can access. Competitions such as the

design a book cover or the children taking pictures of themselves reading in

funny locations all add to this.” [T2]

“As children come to MFL [Modern Foreign Language] from different
classrooms, very often they arrive at different time. Some arrive early most
arrives within 3 minutes of each other. While waiting for the class to start,
children are encouraged to grab a book and start reading as soon as they
arrive in the classroom. Reading is strongly encouraged in my

classroom. When students are well behaved, they are rewarded 5-10 minutes
of story reading time which they enjoy in a great degree. For MFL, reading
can be individual reading for easy level or having a teacher to read in the
case of more difficult story. Either way, students are engaged with and

exposed to books and reading either in English or target language.” [T3]

‘I have helped in the classroom with reading groups on a weekly basis to read
to younger children at story-time but on the occasions when help has been
asked for teachers who have wanted stories to be read in a language other

than English to expose the children to other cultures.” [P12]
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“The school makes her read. They encourage children to read even the little
ones, make children go to library, arrange library sessions make books

available, and guide reading in the classroom.” [P5]

“Also the school encourages the culture of reading, which is fantastic. | also
appreciate that they make reading for 20 minutes a day compulsory and
makes them accountable through their reading logs. | like the fact that reading
logs encourage the children to think about what they’ve read by asking them

to comment on what they’ve read.” [T5]
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“l don’t think there is one factor — | believe a combination of family and

social environments are the most important factors.” [T1]

“It should be a combination of many factors such as being a fluent reader
and growing up in a family where people read. It should be a combination
of many factors. Family, friends, parents, school and availability of reading
materials all their play part in effectively helping motivate life-long a reading

habit of students.” [T3]
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Student Interview Questions
Title
Factors Contributing to the Development of Reading Habits of the Students in

Bangkok Patana School.

Section 1: Personal Information:

o I = T T 1 [ g =10 1 1

1.4 Interview
1.5 Date............ Gl _ g 9 * TINE W @ . i,

1.6 ReSearCher ODSEIVaAtiON. ..o .ttt e et et e s

Section 2: Interview Questions:
1. You have been chosen by your teacher as a good reader. Can you tell me what you

read?

1.1 In addition to textbooks, what kind of book do you read?

1.2 Please give me an example of the books you enjoy the most and
tell me why you enjoy it.

1.3 Do you also read periodicals for children or newspapers? If you
do, please give some titles as examples.

1.4 What do you read from the Internet? If you do, can you please

comment on the differences you find from reading print and reading from the Internet?

2. Do you usually choose books by yourself or someone such as your parents,
teachers or librarians choose them for you.
2.1 If you do, how do you choose what books you will read?

2.2 If someone chooses the books for you, do you enjoy reading them?
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Please give reasons to support your answers.

2.3 Do you use any technology such as the library catalog system and
the Internet to help you search and select books?

2.4 Do you borrow books from the library or do you have your own
books?

2.5 How do you obtain the titles you want to read?

2.6 Do you own any books? If you do, how did you get them?

3. Can you remember at what age you started to enjoy reading?

How did you develop your reading habit?

4. Does anyone in your family play a role in developing your reading habit or support
your reading?

4.1 If yes, what does she/he do to help you to become a reader?

5. Do you think if your teachers or school play any role in helping you to become a
reader?
5.1 If yes, please tell me what they do to support or promote your reading?

5.2 If no, what would you like them to do?

6. Do the librarians or the library services play any role in helping you to develop your
reading skill?
6.1 If yes, please tell me what they do to develop your reading skill?

6.2 If no, what would you like them to do?

7. What reading promotion activities your school or the library offer to students?
7.1 What kind of activities do you enjoy the most?
7.2 Have you been involved in any of these activities?
7.3 If yes, what is your role in it?

7.4 Do you think these activities help you to develop your reading skill?

8. Does your participation in other school activities such as music and sports take away
your time for reading?
8.1 If yes, please give reasons to support your answer.

8.2 If no, please give reasons to support your answer.
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9. Do you think if such entertainment as television, video games, Internet
communication and cell phone usage affect your reading (make you read less)?

9.1 How do you set aside time for reading?

10. How do you manage your time for reading between textbooks and books for
pleasure?

10.1 Approximately how many books do you voluntarily read in a month?

11. Do you think whether reading for pleasure is good or bad for you studies or school
work?
12. What kind of environment do you like to read in? Do you think a particular type of

environment is important to promote your reading habit?

13. Do you have friends, parents or teachers who share your reading interest or taste,
for example reading the same books or similar type of books? If so, how do you share ideas

or opinions about the books you read with them?

14. How do you encourage your friends who do not like to read to become interested in

reading? What techniques can you think of to stimulate their interest in books and reading?
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Teachers Interview Questions
Title
Factors Contributing to the Development of Reading Habits of the Students in

Bangkok Patana School.

Section 1: Personal Information:
1.1 NaME-SUM@IME. ... et eas
1.2 POSIION. L
1.3 EAUCAtioONal DEGIee. .. ... uiiiiiie e
1.4 Teaching EXperiencCes........cccoceeeeeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeenn. Years
1.5 Contact NUMDET. ... e

1.6 Interview Date............oooeiiiiiiiis TiMe. i,

Section 2: Interview Questions:

1. What are your criteria for selecting a student for my research interview?

2. In your opinion, what are the characteristics of students who have good reading habit?

3. In your view, what are the main factors that contribute to developing good reading

habits in students?

4. Could you tell from your experience what is the most important factor or strategy that

will effectively help motivate life-long reading habit of students?

5. What could be some factors which hinder the development of student reading habits?
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.
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What is the role of Bangkok Patana School in the development of student reading skills
or habits?
Could you please explain your role in developing and fostering student reading skills or

habits?

Could you please describe the process or strategies you use to motivate students to

take interest in reading and to develop reading skills and/or reading habits?

Technology such as Internet, cell phone, television, games and other entertainment play
an important role in the present society. Do you think if such technology has any
influence on reading? How? Do you take advantage of technology in promoting

reading of your students?

Do you think if school activities such as music and sports activities have positive or

negative impacts on reading? Please give reasons to support your answers.

In your view, to what extent Bangkok Patana School Library has played its role in

supporting teaching and learning? If so, in what way?

Please describe your view on the role of Bangkok Patana School Library in promoting

student reading habits?

Do you work with the librarians to foster student reading development? If so, could you
please describe some cooperative activities? If you have not yet done that, would you

like to explain why?

Do you work with parents in promoting student reading habits? If so could you please
explain how? If not, have you planned to work with them? Could you please
suggest the activities that teachers and parents could work together to promote

reading for students?

Please share your country’s experience about what and how family, school and society

do to promote reading and develop a reading culture?
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Parents Interview Questions
Title
Factors Contributing to the Development of Reading Habits of the Students in

Bangkok Patana School.

Section 1: Personal Information:
1.1 NaME-SUM@ME. ... e
1.2 OCCUPALION. ...ttt
1.3 EAUCAtion Degree......ouiiiiii e
1.4 Children’s NAME .. ..oiii it e e e e e e e e e e nnneeeeeenns
1.5 Contact NUMDET. ... ... e

1.6 Interview Date...........coooiiiiiiiiiiiiens TiMe. oo

Section 2: Interview Questions:
1. (Student’s name) has been chosen from class teacher as a good reader.
Could you please explain how and when his/her reading habit was developed? What

are the factors that contribute to his/her love of reading?

2. Could you please share your view on the importance of children’s reading habit?

3. Does your family play any role in developing the reading habit of your child? Please
give reasons to support your answer. Who in the family has the most influence on the

development of your child’s reading habit? How?

4. Could you please tell me about your child’s reading behavior when he/she stays at

home?
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3 How does he/she manage his/her time between doing
homework, reading textbooks and reading for pleasure or between reading and
doing other activities such as watching TV, using computer or joining family

activities?

42 How does he/she manage his/her time between doing
homework, reading textbooks and reading for pleasure or between reading and
doing other activities such as watching TV, using computer or joining family

activities?

4.3 Do you help manage his/ her time or he/she can manage time by

himself/herself?

Y ... .5 %, What kind of books does he/she enjoy? How much

does he/she read?

In choosing books to read, does................ choose his/her own books or do you choose
for him/her? Does anyone at school such as teacher and librarian recommend the titles

for him/her?

How does ............... acquire books for reading? (e.g. Does he/she borrow them from
the library? Does he/she borrow them from friends?

Does he/she buy books? Do you buy books for him/her?)

In your opinion, what is the role of Bangkok Patana School in the development of

student reading skills or habits, especially in the case of your child?

What is your view about Bangkok Patana library? To what extent Bangkok Patana

School Library has played its role in promoting student’s reading habit? In what way?

Do you work with teachers or librarians to promote and develop reading habit
of .l ? If so, could you please describe your cooperation with them? Do you
have any opportunity to participate in school reading activities such as reading

workshop, parent’'s meeting, book fair or author’s visit in school?



109

10. Technology such as Internet, cell phone, television, games and other entertainment play

11.

12.

13.

14.

an important role in the present society. Do you think if such technology has any
influence on reading? Do you or any family member take advantage of technology in
reading such as purchasing books online, using recommended book lists from the

Internet or linking television programs or movies to books?

Do you think if school activities such as music and sports have affected your child’s

reading? If so, how do you solve the problem?

Parents who have work responsibilities usually complain that they do not have to do
reading activities with their children. Do you agree with them? If you don’t, could you

please offer some suggestions?

Please share your country’s experience about what and how family, school, and society

do to promote reading and develop a reading culture?

In your opinion, what could the Thai society do to play a more active role in promoting

good reading habit in children?
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